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Letter From the Editor

Dear Members of the Bar:

It is with pleasure that the Southwest Loisiana Bar Association presents the December issue of The Sidebar. In kewping with
our mission as both a source of pews for the local bar as well as an archive of oar activities, this ssue featunes two recent amd meso-
rabie events which affected the bocal begal commumity: Hurricane Lili and the renovation ansd reopening of the O3 City Hall.

whilie the CHid City Hall has been restored for some time, many of our members do nat know shout its interesting and lengthy
Iitstory as a shewplace for civie pride. Others may be able to recall the building’s glory days but heave pot had the oppartunity to see the
extensive improvements made o i And as the City selects tenants and a mission for the partially empty structure, it i impostant that
wer keep in mind the grest significance that this bailding had in shaping who we ave as a City tokay,

Hurricane Lili coubd have been the most serious disaster in Soathwest Loutsiana's history. Thirty-six hours prior to lindfall,
Forecnsters were projeeting a Category 4 hurricane, more powerful than Hurricane Awdrey, to roll into Sabine Pass and follow ber path,
Had this eome tre, misch of Southwest Louisiana would still be recovering amd rebuilding.

Instead, Lili offered us an opportunity to showcase to the workd our preparedness and patience under the worst of real-fife cir-
cumstances without any of the devastating consequences. And when the danger was over, Southwest Loukslana asttormeys joimed with
athers o offer legal help 1o the victims. These are two stories in our legal history which deserve 1o be told, retold, and remembered,

Enjory this issue of The Sidelsrr. 1 hope that you have the time to contribute annoanscements, letters, and stories to the April
sz,

Sl

Seth Hopking
Editor, The Sidebar




ANNOUNCEMENTS

SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA BAR
ASSOCIATION ELECTS OFFICERS

Thee Somlbrwest Linsisiara Rar Association installed its new officers
for 2003 They are: Ralph Willkams, Sr., President; Thonas Lorensi,
Presidemt-Elect; Leslie Knox, Secrelany; Jeffrey Cole, Treasurer;
Theresa Barnatt, Inmediate Past Preskdent; and Tara Hawhdns, Young
Lawver Soction President. The Exeoutive Council members are Charles
Schrumpd (2000); Robin Anderson (2004); Priscilla Gayde (2003);
Larry Pichom (2004 ); and David Hanchey (2004

The Southwest Lowisisna Bar Assoriathon's mission is to inspire
andd promote respect for the law and judicial system through serviee
1o the eomeumity and to the legal profession. The Association has
497 members, including members of the bench amd har,

RETIRING JUDGES' CEREMONIES

Yioua are invited to a ceremony in Courtroom A of the Calcasien
Parish Courthouse an December 18 at & pm. for the following
retiring judges:

THE HONORARBLE JAMES TRIMBLE, United States District
Court, Western District of Louisiana, Lake Charbes Divishon.

THE HONORABLE FRED GODWIN, 14th Judicial District
Court of Loulsiana

THE HONORABLE BILLY EXELL. 14th Judicial District Court
af Louisiana

THE HONORABLE STEVE BROUSSARD, Salphar City Court.

There will e a separate retirement reception for Judge Steve
Broussard on Thursday, December 19 at 6 pom. at the Mapbewood
Lions Club, 3310 Maplewood Drive in Sulpl:ur. For mdre
information, please call Dee Davis or Carol Ann at the Salphar City
Court, (337) 527-70046.

NEED CLE IN DECEMBER?
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

December 27, 2002 - The Young Lawyers Section of the
SWLHBA will hobd its ansual at the Third Circwit Coart of Appeal.
More details will follow.

December 30, 2002 - CLE by the Hour - Last chance to get
CLEz for 2002 This seminar will be beld in the 14th Judicial
District Court amd will include ethics and professionalism. More
details willl follow,

STATE BAR ASSOCIATION ANNOUNCES
WINNERS AND SEEKS BALLOTS

The Louisiana State Bar Association anncunces that Michael
MeKay of Baton Bouge and James MoClelland of Franklin have
been vertified eboctod as the 2000-04 president-cloct and 2003-05
secretary, respectively. This means that MeKay will automatically
assume the presidency in 2004-05. Several other mees were also
certified, and results can be foum] on the Lowisiana State Bar
Association homepage, wwwlshaore,

Ballots were recently mailed for a number of contested Faces,
and members have until Janwary b, 2003 to vobe andine or by ballot

SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA WELCOMES

NEW LAWYERS

The following attorneys were introduced during the October
Fall Court Ceremony. They have either recently passed the bar or

relocated to Southwest Louisiana. The Southwest Lowisiana Bar
Association weloomes them,

TODD BARNETT - Swift, Spears & Harper
MICHELLE BRADLEY- Has & practice in Salphur
ELLEN COGSWELL
MIKE DAVIDSON - Has o practics in Lake Charbes
JOSEFH KELTY - Third Circuit Couart of Appeal
RIC OUSTALET - R Il T. Tritico & A iaf
AFRIL FETRY - 34tk JDC
BETTY RAGLIN - David 0. Sigher & Associabes
JENNIFER 01, ROBINSON - Acadinns Legal Services
CARLA SIGLER - Calcasien Parish District Attorney’s Office
AMANDA SPEARS - Thind Cirewit Court of Appeal

- Judge Billie Woodard
CATHERINE STAGG - Sowlbwest Lowisiana Legal Services
RANIE THOMPSON - Acadinna Legal Services
LANCE VINSON - 141h JDC
ANN WOOTTEN - Thind Cinewit Court of Appeal - Criminsl Section

JUDGE CUTRER AND KATY HAAS
START TEEN COURT

Two commanity leaders, Judge Catrer amd Katy Haas, have
started Caleasien Parish’s first Teen Court. Designed to teach soan-
to-he adults about the legal system and the consequences of their
dectsions, the Teen Court instills values and discipline in local
vouth. The Sidebar will have more information about this program
im the April issoe.

DAVID SIEGLER & ASSOCIATES
INTRODUCES BETTY RAGLIN

David L. Siegler & Associates announces that Betty Raglin has
joined the firm as an associate. Ms. Raghin's primary practice areas
are taxation, business planning, and estate planning and
sdministration. She her Bachelor of Business
Malministration in Marketing from Lamar University in Beaumont,
her Juris Doctor degree from Lowistana State University in 20401,
and her Masters of Laws in Taxation from Sowthern Methodist
Unversity in 2002,

Me. Raglin was a member of the 13U Tax Moot Cowrt team
which won owerall first place ab the national meot tax coart
competition. She was admitted to practice before the Lowisisna bar
in 2001 and hefore the LS, Tax Court in 2002, She is a menber of
the American Bar Association’s Section of Taxation, the Louisinna
Bar Associafion, and the Soathwest Lowisiana Bar Association,

MONKE NAMED LOUISIANA BAR
FOUNDATION FELLOW

Mr. William Monk, attorney with the firm of Stockwell, Sievert,
Viccellio, Clements & Shaddock in Lake Charles, has been elected &
Fellow of the Louisiana Bar Foandation. The Foundation is a pon-
prodit organization which exists 1o preserve, honor, and improve
our system of justice by funding, developing, or otherwise
promoting efforis which enbance the legal profession, to increase
pu]:'lil: understamnding of the legal system, and to advanee the reality
of equal justice under the low, Mr. Monk recefved this award
becawse be champions the purpeses for which the Foundation was
estnblished.
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14th JDC Announces New Rules

How the New Rules Have Affected Business in the Fourteenth Judicial District

The Honorable Alcide Gray has
produced a booklet o guide attormeys
through changes to the local mbes in the
14th JIC, These changes wene prompied by
the Louisiana Supreme Court's efforts to
make court rules aniform throughout the
State. Some of the mast important changes
are highlighted below.

Signing of Documents

Under the new rules, attormes mist
present judgments, orders, and mlings
requiring the court's signature to all parties
el allow three days for comment thereon
prior b presentation to the court.

Muotions and Exceplions

Motions and exceptbons must be
sccompanied by an order requesting that a
hearing date be set in the matter. The
meation must state whether a trial has been
set and the date of any pemding trial or
hearing. This does not apply to unopposed
mations, joint motions, and motions which
may be filed ex parte.

Briefs and Memoranda

Attorneys must file comprebensive
pn_--lw.;.rlng and pre-trial briefs when an
exception or motion is fled. Opposition o
the exceplion or motion must be fled eight
days prior 1o hearing, Parties who fail o
comply may lose the right to oral argument.

Summary Judgments

In addition b complying with the rules
on bricfs and memoramda, summary
judgments have additional requirements,
They must be accompanied by n supparting
memorandom which lists the essential it';n|
elements necessary for the mover to be
entbtbed to summary judgment, material
fncts pid disputed, and a copy of douments
proving each dispuated fact,

Any opposition  memoranda  must
eontain a fist of facts genuinely disputed
and a copy of the document proving that
each (et ks genainely disputed. Failure to
provide the accompanying memorandam
may result in forfeinere of the privilege of
argument on the issee.

Withdrawal of counsel of record
Withdrawing attorneys may liberally
withdraw prior to the mailing or service of
notice, Ex porfe withdrawal shall be
allowed if the atborney has written consent
of the client and all parties to withdraw, or
no hearing or trinl is scheduled, or the case
has been concluded. Counsel must give

notice to all other counsel and
unrepreseatative parties,

Omee mailing of service has been
conducted, the attorney may withdraw only
if the motion is accompanied with
supporting affidavits and documentation
stating notice of withdrawal and the next
hearing date to the client.

In criminal cases, withdrawal of
counsel shall bhe fixed and  heard
contradictorily with the accused and the
Snate at beast ten days before the date fixed
fior trial, exeept for extreme circumsiances
aned for good canse.

Diseovery

Aftorneys ane now requined to attempt
10 arrange a conferenoe with the opposing
party 1o amicably resolve any discovery
disputes. Failure to do so prior o seeking s
court remedy for a discovery dispute may
result in sanctions,

Jury Costs

Jury costs must be paid at beast thirty
days but cannotl be required to be paid
mere than 180 days prior to trial. Failure to
do 5o will constitube a waiver of the right 1o
a trial by jury,

Allotment of Cases

Criminal cases are assigned through
random allment. When a defendant is
charged with a mon-capital felony, any
subsequently filed cases, old felonies not
I I, and misdemeanors will follow the
first allotted fedomy case and be transferred

to that division. This is known as the
“felonies following felomles™ mle,

When separate hills are filed in cases
which arise oul of the same nocleus of
operative facts, the cases will be transfermed
tor the division receiving the first case upon
motion of either party or the court. This
rule is helphol to assistant district attomeys
and assistaml public defenders who are
assigned to a particular court division.

In cases involving probation viclations,
all pending changes of new mses will be
nssigned o the same division in which the
probation violation is to be heard.

Trial Conflicts and Preferences

Trial conflicts are hamdled in the
following order of preference: (1) criminal
Jary trials; (2) eivil jury trials; (3) custody,
wecess, and/or protective rubes and trials:
{4} criminal bench trinls; (5) civil beneh
triaks; (6] juvenile trials; (7} support and
sneillary rubes; amd (8] criminal motions,
excepl motions  with  statutory  time
limitatione,

Curator Ad Hoc

Attorneys on the curator list must
aceepl abl least one appointment per
cabendar year in a Child in Nesd of Care
procesding.

Muore information about the mew rules
can be foamd by contacling the 14th
Judicial District Court.

Read the Sidebar.

Your member supported journal.

Information vou can use.




ABA/YLD and Louisiana State Bar Association Join Efforts to
Offer Legal Assistance to Victims of Recent Storms

By Melanic Mulcahy

The Louisiana State Bar Association (LSBA)
and the American Bar Association’s Young
Lawyers Division [ABA/YLIY) have been
working with the Federnl Emergency
Managenent Ageney (FEMA) since Dctober
7 to implement a disaster response and
reliefl plan to provide assistance and
information to those sffected by Tropical
Storm Iskdore amd Hurricane Lili. The
LESBA's Young Lawvers Section, working in
eooperation with the ABA YLD, is providing
storm victims free legal advice regarding
non fee-generating matters diseetly related
to the nataral disasters.

The ABAYLD amd LESBA establishsed a toll
free  number, which was  publicieed
throughout the sate for disaster victims to
call for begal assistance. This toll-free
Hotline (1-BO0-421-5722), based nt the
Louisiana Bar Center in New Orleans, has
been available for victims to begin the
process of ohtaining legal services, as well as
referral services to appropriate local, state,
and federal agencies.

When a disaster victim calls the Disaster
Legal Services Hotline, an imtake worker,
wilsn nssesses the begal isswes that need 1o be
adklressed, i his initial coptact, If the isswee i
one that can be handled by one of the
volunleer attormeys, the caller's request for
pervices is nssigned o one of the ]'Il'ﬂ]m
volunteers, A list of volunteer altormeys is
maintained at all times for use in the event
that edther the ABAYYLDY or LSEA Disaster
Relief Plans is activated. The imtake warker
e-mails the request to a volumteer lawyer whi
has indicated a familiarity with the area of
Liw with which the caller needs assistance.
The volanteer lawyer then comacts the flood
victim to begin providing services,

Becanse volupteer attormevs only provide
disaster legal services in non fee-generating
cases, all potentially fee-generating cases ane
referred by the Hotline 1o clther: (1} & LSC-
fumsded program, such as Capital Area Legal
Services Corporation, Mew Orleans Legal
Assistance Corporation, Legal Services of
North Louisiana, Ine., Acadiana Legal
Service Carporation, or Southeast Loulsians
Legal Services Corporation, or (2) the
Loaisiana Lawyer Referral and Information
Service sl 888-503-LRIS (5747).

To date, ABAYLD and LSBA DMsaster Logsl
Services have assisted ot least 64 callers with
theeir begnl newds in namenous arcas, inchading
Federal Disaster Assistance Rights, Insurinoe

lnw, Real Property, Contracts, Cont

Repair Problem Wilks, I.ar-dln-rdﬂ':um
disputes, eviction forechosure, Family law,
Employment law, bousing questions, amd
Corpaorate kw,

The suceessful implementation of Disaster
Legal Bervices project woulkd not be possible
without the generous gift of time and talent
From the Disaster Reliel Volunteer stinmeys.
The ABAYLD and LSEA would like to thank
the following individuals who served their
bar associations and communities by
remdering disaster legal assistance:

Elenia Arvos

Dravidsom, Meaux, Sonnder & McElligott, LLP
Lafuyette, LA

Charlen Trascher Cansplsll
Hlayes, Harkey, Smith & Cascio, LLP,
Muomroe, LA

[habe Clary
Long Law Firm, LLP. «

Richard Conrad
Long Law Firm, LLP. « Babon Rouge, LA

Blake David
Anderson & Brosssan] «

Philliyy DeVilbiss

Seuliek] Gerard Veron Singhetary & Pohorelsky
Lake Charles, LA

Erim Wilder [oomes

Fhelps Duskar, LLP

Eates Rouge, LA

Antderson Dotsan

Phelps Duskar, LLP

Batom Hosge. LA

Glenn Eddwanks

Davidson, Meaus, Sosmier & McElligott, LLF
Lafayette, LA

Eatem Rougr, 1A

Ladapetie, 1A

Will French

Corrern Fishman Haygood Phelps Walmsley &
Casteix, LLIP.

Merw Orbeasns, LA

Ricky Galligher
Gallagher Law Firm, LLC.
Htw::d:ruu 5

Karkeen Green
Fhelps. Dunbar, LLI*
Baion Bouge, LA

Tara Hawliss

Wondley, Williams, Bowdreau, Nesman, Brown &
Dl

Latke Charles, L&

Dran Hellikay

Lang Law Firm, LLF

Baton Rougr, LA

Jamibla Jefferson
Jomes, Walker, Waechber, Pofievent, Carrere &

Dumegre, LLF
Minw Oeleans, LA

John Kalmbach

Uik, Yaneey, King & Galloway
Shreveport, LA T1HM

Bryvan Lege

Deavidsom, Meaux, Sonnier & MoElligo#t, LLP
Lafavette, LA

Shomda LeGrmnide
Memresr, LA

lark Morice

Lanw Offices of Mark E. Morice
Ciretna, LA

Blichelle Perkins
Blackman Law Firm
Shreveport. LA

4. Cheistopber Peters

Law Offices of ). Christoplber Peters.
Mo, LA

Soanse Kinardo

New Onleans. Loulsians
Jacques Boy

Row Law Odffice
Alexamdria, L4

MLarjuric Salecar
Stesw, Pigman, Walther, Witinsann &
Hutchinson, LLP
Marw Ovlrans, L4

Amy Scafudel
Sones, Walloer, Waeckter, Polbeveni, Carrere &

Lail Shemmedl
W, S:h.lnqn’ Gilsoul, Haines & Carmouche
Shrevepert, LA

Frank Slavich

Perret Dioise Daighe Longman Russo &
Zaunbrecher

Lafayette, LA

Lausa Sylvester
Prevusty, Sadler, delausay, Flosesea & Sobs]
Alexandria, LA

J, Ronald Ward

all & Keilfer, LLC

Curvisgghem, 1A

AR Whaley

Nebleit, Beard & Arsenasl
Alesandria, LA

Eve Vavrick

Laver Otffices of El'-n.dme Vanrick
New Orleans, LA

I you are isterested in serving as o Disaster
Legal Services wolunteer attorney, please
contact Melamie Mahile Mubeaby, ABAYLD
Representative, at Z37-436-00600, ext. 3554
or Melanie.Muleahyiusunwired.com-




Lili: The Big One Misses the Bull's Eye
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Taking aim on South Louisiana with a forecasted path that devi-
ated litthe for pearly 800 mibes, Hurricane Lill was bath one af
the most and least predictable storms in history, Its alm on
Sowth Louksiana was as consistent as the movements of & el
stalking its pray, but just a= a fickle feline loses interest in its
victim, Lili inexplicably lost strength just hours before landfall,
sparing untold lives and losses.

For nearly three days, forecasters with the National Weather
Servioe placed Souwthwest and South Central Loulsiana at the
center of a bulls eve of anticipated destraction, giving media
anel residents an eerie, long period with which 1o contemplate
how their homes and lives would change after nature unleashed
ane of its most devastating forces upon our fragile marsh cities.

Far 48 hours, CNN and the Associated Press [isted Lake Chares
by mame as the likely source of landfall, prompting the only full-
seale evacuation of Calecasien Parish in history, as well a5 evacu-
ations of Cameron, Jefferson Davis, Vermillion, Acadia, and
ather parishes to the east and south. At its worst, Lil packed 145
mile per bour winds, with gusts of 183 mph. As a serious cate-
gory 4 storm, some theorized that the storm surge and winds
could bring 14 feet of water to downtown Lake Charles, destroy-
ing or flooding everything in its wake.

The hurricane weakened amd strisck to the east, near the
Camseron, Vermillion Parish border. Lili displaced hundreds of
thinasands from their homes, caused gusts in excess of 90 miles
por howr, topphed road signs, trees, and billboands, and dark-
ened the homes of theasands for over a week, 1t was still a har-
ricane even far inland on a trck towands Alexandria and
Moaroe. Lili spawned tomadoes, snapped power poles ke
toathpicks, and displaced hundreds of thousands of eviouses.

Just fiwetve s before
Taneffinll, Hierrioene Lili
wnzs pockirg 125 knof, or
145 mrile per hour inds
Witk grusts over IS0 miles
T biar

wilp

But even then, Lili was no lnger the Big One, and no part of
Louisiama ever felt ber true wrath. Lili mever showed us what a
pewerful hurricane could really do to Louisiana, bat she tsught
us some important kessons and gave Southwest Lowisinng an
apportunity to show the workl its unity, courage, cooperstive-
ness, nnid foresight in what has universally been lnuded s the
mende] by which other communities should pattern their emer-
gency planming.

In the hoars prior to and after landfall, loeal media, Bw enforee-
ment, and emergency management personne] gathered p.m-h
of experts in meleordogy, communications, engineering, samj-
tation, amd other relevand fields. During the time of crisis, each
employer tonk hurns st cat-naps in the stations amd shelters as
they worked mearly non-stop for two o three days. For many
people, men and wonwen such as John Bridges were the voices
of calm through the howling winds. And when the transmitting
tower of one Lafayette television station collapsed during the
worrst of the fury, Lake Charles became the only souree of infar-
mation for several hundred thousand seared residents.

The: Snuthwest Louistana legal community ook an active role in
the preparation amd clean up effons as well. Even in the less
affected arexs, the bocal begal system pawsed to gandbag, board,
barricade, and help athers save lives and property. And once the
storm was over, loml attormeys contineed to volunteer, making
sure that nature’s flex did not allow citizens to take advantage of
one ancther through tacties such as price gouging, improper
insarance dentals or evictions.




A Photo Essay

hteen wheeler is blown onto its side on Interstate 10
.||-{'|u-.;||,-_.. during the height of the storm, making

e
The 14th Judicial District court ¢ national news. Police and tow truck emplovees determine
how to remose the track the next day

anticipation of

‘Ilrl,‘! b]

Manyv billboards, particularly those facing the east, were Lili snapped utility poles along 1-10 like twigs.

damaged or destroyed during the hurricane.




The hurricane blew the top off of Lili hurls a piano throwgh the
this gas station in Jennings. A news fence of Inez Broussard in Lake
reporter looks on while her camera- Arthur. Ms. Broussard is Seth

man prepares to shoot the scene, Hopkins's Grandmother,

The National Guard was called into many Acadiana towns
to keep order. These trucks are parked in the Crowlbey
Town Square on Highway 13

A barn finds its way onto the shoubder of 1-10 during the These power lines hang precariously over travelers on
storm, Highway 13. Down the road, they have completely fallen.




Louisiana Delegates go to ABA Annual Meeting

Three of the six Loulsiana Delegntes to
the ABA-YLD Assemby
Appual mesting in Washington, DUC.,
were local attormeys, Pictared from lbelt
to right are: Joey Tassin (hushamd of
Jenmifer Garv), Local attornevs: Jennifer
Gary, Immediate Past Chair of the LSBA-
YIS Mclanie Mulcahy, ABA-YLD
District Representative; and Jules Cattie,

SWLBA-YLS President.

at the ABA

2
)

from the Southwest Louniziana
Bar Association
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J.D., LL.M.
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Bridget John Named Outstanding
Paralegal of the Year

Submitted by the LSPA

Bridget E. Jahs
avard b

il paralegal

development arnd

the stals

and
Lomisian

nbegrity of the professson, LSPA promotes high
thical siamdards for its membership and als=o offers a volunt:
cerification examination to identify Lowisiana paralegals wh
demonstrated o high degree of competency in the prolessic
e jeation for its members, Further,
providing & network of professbonal sugipoart b

promobes continiin
LEPA is dedicated

Southwest Louisinnn Ass s of Py in 19401 and

paralgals in their cancers. 1992 and iz presently serving as First Viee President and
John gradusted from the Paralegal Studies program st MeNees: CLE/Seminar chairperson,

State University in 1988, While at MeNecse she was inbiiated into e i £ : v %
Alpha Lambda Delta’ Nationsl Scholastic Hanor Socisty for Johm also recently received the 2002 LSPA recraitment award
Freshmen and was on the President’s Honor Roll list esch John i married to Christopher E. Jobn and has three children
semester. John Eves in Sulphur and has been emploved by Jamie, 8 MeNeese State University stisdent amd five yvear old twine,
Seofield, Gerard, Veron, Singletary & Pohorelsky as a Etigation Alex and Damiedle.

SOUTHERN RECORDS STORAGE, INC.

Digital Document Conversion
electronic images can be virtually imported into any existing software system.

Microfilming, Microfiche

File Management/Storage-all materials indexed in computer database:
utilize CAR (computer assisted retrieval) database management to
create, maintain, retrieve and manipulate records.

FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY - 24 HOURS / 7 DAYS / WEEK
Controlled temperature storage - 24 hour monitored security
135 West Sallier Street - P.O. Box 1647 - Lake Charles, LA 70602
(337) 436-9441 - fax (337) 433-4128




OLD CITY HALL REWINDS TO ANOTHER ERA

Restoration unpeels a different way of life

Stamding prowdly among the oaks, the old
Lake Charles City Hall and Courthouse has
served as a cemter for justice and civic pride
for mearly o century. Recenthy refurbished,
thie bright Italian style terra cotta-clad beon
brings n taste of the Mediterranean o
Southwest Loubsiana, inviting the City o
retreat bo a less familiar, more casual time
and place.

But the quaint courthouse is as mach about
stark contrast ns it i anvthing else. To
begin with, it stands across from the mone
imposing old  14th  Judicial District
Courthouse, with its massive copper dome
and antillery canpon. Inside the building,
with its charming edifice and well-kept
grounds, justice, and all the passion that
goes with it, has been administered 10
generations of locals. For many, the
courthouse was the last place they saw
Iefiare being taken from their families and
confined to jail. For many more, 1 was
where they experienced victory or defeat
after a civil trial,

Even the architecture of the building
reflects its dual robes as both o center for
government and o place of casual
gathering. Most people are only aware of
the main structure, with its deep wond
foors,  hali-exposed  basement, and
delicate, natorml tones. The style is open
and inviting, encouraging visitors to bose
themselves In the building's timeless
yualkities

But the (8 City Hall has two parts, since
the bell tower has its own brick structune
and {s capable of stamling alone. The tower
speaks to a different imypalse, hiding secret
pooms, a narrow stakrwell, and the orderly
procision of the internal gears of massive
Aockwork that so resembles the efficiency
with which utopinn dreamers would have
Eoverniments operate.

within the clock tower, there are two
halconses, one from which a chosen two or
three people could watch the proceedings
in the great third floor chamber, and
another from which the members of that
chamber could observe those that they
governed as they passed down Ryan Street.
In subtle ways, the bell tower brings the
dnydreaming City back to reality with s
chock and bell, reminding the inhabitants

A viva from the bell dower of the Okl City Hall.

that this |5 & center of law, government, and
responsibility.

This unique building, designed by New
Orleans architects Favrot and Livaudais
following the Great Fire of 1910, has
endlured the sort of challenges befitting any
gres historbeal character —  literary,
architectural, or otherwise, The old
building has seen mamy of Lake Charles's
mast nofable events. 1t was the site of the
sepd-off ceremony for the anea’s first World
War 1 draftees. Those who renvember the
day recall the atmeosphere of fearfisl pride,
as parents tearfully gave their children to
the Mation's struggle for freedom.

A Tour of the Building in 1911,

The original Bucprints were drawn up in
New Orleans on Juse 26, 1911, and the
great building was opened only six manths
later, The architects of the day did not only
design the structure, but hand drew and
ordered the furnitore as well. A doren
ormate Hght fixtares and several styles of
chalrs, tables, and filing cahinets were
included in the blueprints. They even
designed the buikding’s many umbrella
stamids, some of which still exist.

I yet another contrast, the architect and
contractor, while sparing B0 expense on

abwious luxuries such as elaborate plaster
and marble, saved the City money with
their frugal use of materials in places when:
it was beast likely 1o be notbeed. For
exnmple, there was pever o foundation lxid
under the bell tower and slaire. Anyose
knewing where to look during most of the
hast minety years woull discover hare earth
in the most unexpecied places, such as in
the bottom of the beliry, which is hehind
thie doar that is presently marked as Room
1291, This was not necessarily a negligent
decision, although dlosing the foundation is
a much mare accepled prctice today and
was one of the first ohjectives of the peoim
restoration.

The original building easily accommodated
the meeds of an early Twentieth Centary
city like Lake Charles. Teday's grand thind
fhoor, known at the time as the second floor,
hefore the hasement was given its own floor
number, housed the City Coundl Chamber.
Older residents remember that it was one
of the most festive places in town, and
citlzens were treated to events such as Mr.
. W. Kiplinger's frequent Boy Scout awards
ceremonies, where over the course of
decaides, thensands of young men sat ander
the proud eyes of their beaming parents as
the community recognized them in ils most
cherished room.

[ Combirmed on page 11]

3




=
|
Thie origimal blueprints incloded details such as how the furnitune
was {0 be bl
AIN e by Sty Hopins
"
-

A close up of the City's hell

A top floor view of the intermal workings of the odd bell tower clock




[City Hadl, Conginmed fresm poge 11}

In addition 1o the council chamber, the top
foar honsed two coupeil comnyithoe roams,
the treasurer amd secretary’s offices, and
twir ety vaults, The counscl membiers also
Tl & private toilet room. Teubay, the vaulis
have Iaen converted to pestrooms.

The present second floor was ther judicial
center of the City. The judge’s bench area
posok nearly healf of the courtroom, and fifty-
six folding chairs sccommodated the
ohservers. A flawless white marble floor
highlighted the lobly area, which Is awash
with natural light. 1t was also home 10 th
Mayor's Office, City Collector, and City
Engineer, and it housed several vaults
whiere important city documents were kepl.

The present first floar, known as the
basemscnt  prior  to  the  buildings
renavation, was [Bost remembered by
residents s the place for city ordinance
violators 1o pay their fines. It was less
elabarate In its constraction and hisisad
the old coal furnsce, which fed hot water
theoagh the building during Lowisiana's
shart winters. The famace chimney can still
be seen on the Bilho side of the building. At
the time of construction, Bilba Street was
called Cole Street

Thi budlding's restroons have always e
umesanlly configured. Today, the men's
poom 8 on the second floor, and women's
roams are on the first and third floors. In
the original blueprints, restrooms for
“white” cxisted on the first floor, while the
=cohoredl” restrooms were (o the basement.

A massive set of eight by cight amd twelve
by twelve wood beams hiodd up the
building's roof, and an wnusual set of six
fioat tall irom bolts fasten the huge pieces
together in a tress system. The top of the
flat roof forms three plateaus. The cenfer
part of the roof near the bell tower rises §ix
to ecight fect abowve the side wings. This
requires that a person navigating through
the attic chimb wp or down a ladder along a
marmow vertical ¢t reach the
other partions of the attic, Two permancat
psctal ladklers have been imstalfled on the
tap of the building 1o help workers in their
bushting inspections.

The interior walls of the belfry are
comstructed with red brick much like that at
the Cathedml across the stroet, with the
thick walls showly receding with each floor.
A narrow wond stakrease with a periloasly
Jow ceiling winds its way up the imalde of
the clock, past the machinery that once
made it operate. This section of the

Univapasing doves hold surprises. Room H00 opens. i reveal the infrrmal sorkings
e i Essive ook,

building. po larger than a typheal residential
hathroom, is Hsted on the blueprints as the
fourth floor.

The tiny fifth foar, or beliry, brings the
visior inside the transhocent four faces of
the dock, one facing each direction. Several
hulbs back light each face, and the ey
mechanical guts of the chain and weight
system =it idle. Today's elock is comirolbed
by a computer and four pipes tht turn the
hanis on each face.

Bringing Back the Glory.

The adminisrative demands of & modern
ity have forced Lake Charles from its
traditional home. But the local people
refissed o bet the building decay without a
fight, A six-vear renovation program las
not onky brought the old City Hall back 1o
its authentic glory, but discretely added
midern features without compromising the
Josoke and fieed of the bocal icon. For example,
R 113 opens 10 8 room full of telephone
equipmsent, while Room 112 apens io the
inmards of & sprinkler systent.

The rencvation wasn't an easy project,
Nearly a centary of oocupants amd the
forees of mature left their mark on the
building. Termites caused extensive
damnge, and changing styles covered up
the amcient wood with faddish tile floors
fram various decades. City sdministrations
divided the floors  into  different
configurations over thi years, and much of
the original feel to the bailding was bost,

Ome of the worst challenges, both prior &
and since the restoration, has been hatiling
the pigeons that desperately want 1o malke
the buflding's attic their hoame, Woansen and
police officers bave complained about
pigeon droppings seiling their clotbes, and
those familiar  with  the  building
scknowledge that once a pigeon finds ks
weay inside, it becomes difficult to keep the
species evicted,

The buildings custodian nust constanly
keep an eve out for signs of invason and
has to stay on top of the mess that they
fiakor on capopics and sidewalks. He sl
monitors the City's new noise-making
comsputer which simulates. the somnd of
pigeon prodators, such as hawlks,

four minutes, the machine blasts 2
deskgned 1o fighten them. Meverthelesa,
thi hirds are smart, and the baikling seems
1o get as many complaints from weighhars
as it does from the pigeons.

As part of the restoration, o worlds
renewied expert was hired from LSU o
combat vet another element of natures
termites. While the old wood has beld
own better than most modern wood, the
insects had ninety vears 1o silenily do their
damage to the building. As par al the
solution, the bare soll inside the belivey
buikding was covened with conerehe and the
ol boiler chimney capped with coppes
Boah of these steps help to keep oul
moisture, Access doors into the walls
installed  generously  throughout  the

{Continuad next page
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A i of the odd second foor chamber {todoy fobeled oz the third oo from o private balong,

Ty Mall, Corntininnd)
huilding 1o allow for frequent termibe amel
maistare inspections

Before work could hegin, the City had to
remiove the old records stored in the
building. Many of the documents were
domated 1o the MeNeese Stabe University
archives. I older davs, the jodges ook
some reconds with them when they left
aiff Mamy of the domated documents
relate 1o the sort of minor suita heard in
City Court years ago, such as doctors swing
thetr paticnts for unpaid mexdical bills in
amounts as small as 31

Prior 1o the recent work, only one timy
elevator existed, and it was for the exclasive
wee of the judges. Installing a modern
elevator shaft large enowgh for the public
took considermble planning and expense.
Today's clevator is piston-driven, requiring
an enormsous below-groamd  stnsctare. A
secrel room in fhe back of the shaft can be
reached through a door in the first floor
(okd basement) women's restroom. The
secrel room is naturally illuminated by
fakse windows to the ouatside

Even the rare, original red roofing pleces,
in the style of many Louisiana State
University buildings were replaced with
such precision that it takes a pair of
binocualars and & trained cve to determine
which tiles are cemtury-old originals, and
which are new

One of the most unkqpee features of the
renovation is that the basement Door was

lewered two amd a hall feet. The originasl
basement had low eeilings and a rough,
unfinished, feel. Water, leat, and sewage
pipes eriss-crossed along the eeiling, and
the dirty boiler room and coal bin took up
misch of the floor, making the space fecl
more like an industrial revolation-era
factory than a courthouse,

By lowering tse floor and twrming the boiler
roamm inte office space, the old basement
has become a usceful part of the structure,
But the architects kepl some unwsual
features. In the old boiler room, for
example, a small door allows access 1o the
ald chimmney,

Despite the historic stmosphere and signs
of the past, the old buoilding can
acoommodate any communication o
technological mecd that a modern office
requires. Each office is wired for the
Imternet, and the entire building is
cannected (o the City's communi i and
Internet system through a microwave dish
pointed at City Hall

A et of nine surveillance camerss record
EVETY MOVE, CIEDUrsging visitors to respect
the history amd dignity of the buaiklang
without requiring an imposing number of
guards in this functioning, unofficial city
TSI,

The clock, which was run for years by a
chain amd pulley timswkecping system, s
completely controlled by a small computer
in the tower. The compuler is so
sophisticated that it even sets the clock for

Dasdight Savings Time. Whenever there's a
problem, however, Lake Charles has to eall
on the s = ol a man from the Midwest,
whio makes & regular round throughou the
eountry to serviee all similar clocks.

The Next Hundred Years.

Today, much of the old City Hall is
unocoupied. While suitable for nearly the
emtine Chly govermment one hundred vears
ago, the old building coald not
accommeodate even the judicial branch
today, The third floor ks rented through the
Civic Cemter for private evenis swch as
Mardi Gras krewe parties, political
campalgn committee cvents, and even
birthdays. Much of the secomd floor s
vacanl, and the old basemenl houses
portions  of the La Charles  Fire
Department  and the City Police
Department Juvenibe Division and Cold
Crimes Division

The Fire Department has comverted its
space (oo what has been described as the
best fire training ecility in the State. The
enthusiastic members of the squad
appreciate their acoommesdations and work
o preserve the building as good tenants,
The Department often uses its resounces to
restore the buildisg. such as when it
vilunbeered its truck to raise the copper eap
ot the ok bofler chimney.

The Department stores somnse of its iraining
gear bere, inclading 50 pound vests that
simulate the burden of working with fire
equipment aml medical equipment restock
hags for major disasters. A state of the an
compuler system, accessed about 4.500
times per vear, allows the Department ta
examine the blucprints of almost any
buikling in town, aikling the firefighters in
rescuing peopde, finding the sowrce of a fire,
anel exiting during an emergency.

With much of the building vacant, no ome
kmiowws for certain what the old City Hall will
ultimately be used for. The hard part of
restoration is finished, and the City has a
spectacular siructure available. The new
challenge will be 1o write the buaikding's
history for the mext hansdred years.

EDNTOR'S N This arfiche s
compited from inderviewes with current
Ol empayees. Nome of the employees
wishidd fo be nemed oF quated, cirimg City
policy.  Therefore, the  informefion
provided 3 nor altrihided o i 2ources.
Nevertheless, The Sidebar thanks ihose
e efunteered their time and expertise,




Pro Bono Jazz Brunch is a Hit

mitted by the L5PA

The Annual Pro Bono Fund Raiser to benefit begal services was
held on Sunday, September 22, 2002, The fund raiser this year
was a jaez brunch and silent auction held ot Yanchiere's Dockside
with catering by Vanchierc's. BMW provided entertainment
while everyone enjoved the brunch and viewed the ibems of the
gilent apction. The silent auction, together with ticket sales of
50000 per ticket, resulted in prooseds of $6400.00 being
donated 1o Southwest Louisians Legal Services.

We'd like to thank the following contributors who donsted items
for the silent auction:
Lorenzl, Sanchez & Palay
Chris Trahan

Jim and Marilyn Cox
Pujo Street Café

Sabine Pools

Paradise Florist

Lisheth's Bridal

Isde of Capri

Dosg, Hamdbey
Vanchiere's U'ptown
Walmart, Nelson Road
Heart Desires Florist

Thanks also to all who bought tickets in support of this most
waortbwhile project:

Glenn Alexander
Bob MeCall
Todd Ammons
Eill MeCall

K Badon
Scotty McClain
Therean Barnatt
Mike McHale
Ed Bass

Eill Meleod

Phil Becker
Taoudd Melton
Renald Bertrand
Thad Minaldi
Rick Bryant
Clil Mewman
Roger Burgess
Rick Norman
Mike Caghe
Evelyn Chabre
Judge Mike Canaday
Judge David Painter
Carla Chrisco
Randy Roach
Jefil Cole

Seotty Rozas
Mathan Cormie
Seve Strocte
Jim Cox

Ghwests o e e Brmek enfoging @ fine ment

Perry Sanders

Nathan Douget

Jackson Schrampl

David Dwight

Van Semeca

Toanamy Gayle

Charles 5t Dizier

Juidge Fred Godwin
Stockwell, Skevert Law Firm
Frank Granger
Southwest La. Legal Services
John Green

Swifl, Spears & Harper
Raobly Guillory

Judge Gene Thibodeaux
Doug Hamdley

Diavicd Willkams

Winfield Little

Robert Wyatt

Lorenzl, Sanchez & Palay
Juidge Henry Yelverton
Hunter Lundy

About 80 people attended the Jazz Brunch amd a big thamk you
goes ot 1o all of vou who did and enjoyed the food, music, silent
mection and felkvwship. Thanks also goes out to Windfield Little,
Pro Bonoe committes chaimman, who worked so hard to make this
all possible.




Fall Court Ceremony Highlights OctoBARfest
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Lawyers work for NPR

By Jules Cattic

As attorneys we are offen asked o serve on various
boards of direclors for pon-profit onganizations. For the
past year | have had the opportunity o work with the
Lake Charles Public Radio Association (LCPRA), a group
that formed when our local signal from EREVS of
Lafavetle was taken over by & rsdio evangelist from
Misaissippl who has used a kegal loop-hole through out
the: United States to displace National Pablie Radio with
religious oriented news and programing. Local attormeys
Mike Schwartzherg, Mark Jdson, James Doyle, Mike
Vegon, Don McKnight and Leslie Berman also served on
the board and worked dilligently to bring National Public
Radis hack 1o Lake Charles and the surroumding area
Many other local attorseys such as Leonard Knapp, Drew
HRander, Ken Badon, Bob Dowd, Randy Fuerst, Andy
Johnsan, Jehn Poborelsky, Mark Deldphin, Rick Norman,
Matt Heinrsch and Carl J. Rachal and the law firms of
Cow, Cont, Filo & Camel, Lundy & Davis, Hunter, Blazier
g O'Dowd (Brown Foundation), Sanders, Crochet &
Chism and many others made donations aimed at
bringing hack NPR programing like All Things
Considered, Click-and-Clack’s Car Talk, and local
programing like Cajun and Zydeco music and MeNeese
Banmers events. Judge Trimbde wrobe a letber of support
to the FOC and Mayor Randy Roach and Senator Mary
Lanslrien alsn sssisted in convineing the FCC that we had
strong community support in Southwest LA sufficient
to justify giving KRVS the $1650d0 maiching grant
when LCPRA rasied 60,161 (along with $14,079 from
the City of Lake Charles and Calcasien Police Jury) even
before the May 15 deadline set by the FOC, Anyone
interested in donating can visit www. keprasong.

LAWYER PARAPANELLA FOR SALE

The fallowing ibemns were recently found being
sodd on Ehay under the cotegory of “law”™

L Chorgio Armami suit uwsed in the ehevsion
show “Law amd Order™, sioe 46 regular, The last
bid was 21750 with 11 bidders.

avevers.comn”, Asking $199 with

2 The internet demain mame “Tra
mo bidders.

A An BHG orkginal, besiber bound book: entithed, “Irish Eloquence: The
Speeches of the Celebrated Irish Orators Phalips, Curran and Graftan™
Apparently the arators were also lawyers. The bid was $56.

SUPHREME COURT FANTASY LEAGUE
MAKES ITS DEBUT

For years, offioes bave pooled their money and bet on how aocurately
they cousld predict sports gemes, prompting the creation of Fantasy
Leagues. Sean Carter, & fonmer atiomey who mns a stranpge legal welb
site, www LawpSided.com, has created a Supreme Cownl Fantasy
Lasagruie, & beetting system where plavers predict the: results of nine cases,
includieg 8 “vete spread” between the majority and minority

The Lighter Side of Law

TEXAS JUSTICE OF THE PEACE STARTS A WAR

Trmas Justice o 1hee Prace Mart Zepeda was caught o taps belittling and
usirg racial shers against inenstes in his eourt. His tirsde was so bizaree
that b s 1k wiroeg racial epitaphs, not even taking the time to leam
which inmses were of what race, He has been reposted 1o the Texss
Cosnitssion o Jusdiclal Comduct,

IT'S OFFICIAL: IDMOTS CAN VOTE

New Mecon's constitution prohibits voting by “idiots” and “insane persons”,
but if several state politicians have ther way, the constinason will be
arswenihind 1o allow ldiots tovole, although inssse persoss will still be barred
froen castieg hallots. (ne wonders what this might dio for vober fumout.

FLAMING POP TARTS PROMPT INSURANCE LAWSLUTT
Allstats & noe has filed suit against Kellogg's, the manufacturers of
Pop-Taris, claiming that the beeakfast food is an unreasomahly
dangeroiss product. Allstate wants 10 reoover msoney it paid for a claim
on & house fire, arguing that Kellogg's is respomsible for the damage
e its product casght on fire and escaped from its toaster shot while
hesing heated. Kellogg's has denied liability.




[_ouisiana Bar

Foundation

supporting law-related education in your community

Baton Rouge Bar Foundation
Lafayette Parish Bar Foundation
Louisiana Center for Law & Civic Education
Louisiana State Bar Association
Young Lawyers Section
New Orleans Bar Association “1t’s the Law™ Program

Youth Service Bureau of St. Tammany

These organizations provide law-related education in
your community, They bring together lawvers, judges,
police officers, educators and community leaders to
assist the public in understanding the law, legal rights
and responsibilities. By creating public access
television shows, developing lesson plans for
educarors, coordinating volunreer law vers in the
classroom and organizing mock trial competitions,
these organizations are working in Your community
fo help citizens better understand and respect the law.

Ihese organizations are funded in part by
grants from the Louisiana Bar Foundation




SideLine Results

In the September lssue of The Sidebar, we asked whether you
supported or opposed Senator John Hainkel's plan o replace
ehocted judges with appointed ones, Here's what you said:

“Saunds like & dangerous pqmp.mriuu to me . . . boo political
without a vote of the prople the judge will be serving.”
LA Guilbeaux

“The peaple shoubd select their judges— pot politicians.”
— Mark A. Delphin

= Judges should he appointed based on ohjective criteria, but on
s case by case or weekly basis mther than for a set, multi-year
term. An eligihle attorney with the requisite experience and
qualifications might be appointed by the Supreme Court and

Southwest Louisiana Bar Association
Past Office Box 191
Lake Charles, LA 70602

aszigned to a distant court 1o handle a docket one or two weeks
per vear. Attnrneys consistenthy overturned on appeal would lose
their eligibility. Hundreds, if not thousands of attomeys would
serve from time to time amd then retum to the reality of private
practice. Such o system of part-time judges would peduce the
exoesses bo which the full-time jodiciary is susceptible.”

— Rick Norman

This isswe’s topic deals with Presidemt Bush’s Homeland Secarity
inftiative to allow the military to mine amd store personal data
abuvat United States citizens. To read more about this topse and
b expeess your opinion, flip to the froat page.
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