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SIDELINE

This issue’s Sideline questions are:
What is the kindest act that vou've
seer an attorney do for another in
Soulthwest Louisiana? What pro bono
work did you do in the last year, and
what are your plans for conlribuling
to our community in the coming vear?
Is there a lawyer, firm, or agency that
vou believe deserves special
recognition? If so, tell us by emailing
sethizethhopkins.com, calling

(337) 437-3880, or contacting the
Southwest Lonisiana Bar Association
office.

Holiday
Helping Hands

Bar Brings Joy to
Hundreds of Children
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This ormate Louisiana Third Circuit Court of Appeals courtroom looks like it's been hit by an
avalanche of North Pole toys. Counsel tables, public seating, and even the area under the bench is
covered with bicycles, computers, dolls, and toys of every description. The Young Lawyers held
another successful Holiday Helping Hands and brought the generosity of the Southwest Bar
Associafion o hundreds of area children. See page Eight.

ALSO INSIDE:
FALL COURT! See page four
PRO BONO JAZZ BRUNCH! See page five




Er etk o Sl et e e e R A e R R e R R R e e e R e R B e e 5 R e e g U R R el e e o
i e e - e o e oSSR B e O S e S S = etk -
q.q.q.q.q.q.-.{-\.{-}vm{{{b}a."}-ﬂ--\'}-{{ -a--c-c-c-: e R = SRS S s s e b i e R & e B e e A e
e = e e R e e e e R e S e 9'-‘++>\-'\-¢>b’+’+ﬁhx-a?:?:h'\-:+++++¢+ﬁ+«ﬁ.¢¢ﬁ¢-¢ﬁ+¢+++«¢¢w+v_.-x,agq,..\_.\_..\,:d_q_q_“_‘_ﬂ_ SR """"""'_:'i"\-‘i:'\-'\-'\- e T e . B :'-\.-\. <
ﬁ,a:.@..@..@..@..@.q.aa-a--c;..-c.-c:--a--a--a--c-c-"\'t:?‘\'* £ = e e g - % = ':'\- B e D R S
S e e £ = r o R s R R R B k; = et ke e e e e e
= i = o
et et e e e e e e e e e “+ H' S o i = i - e e 5 e e e el i
Ao i o e R R -’Hc o, o = = o - -R e i Qﬁ:-x:-:x:-\.xﬁ?ﬁ++<‘:<"ﬁ:'°'°"""""”‘"" R
+¢+¢f¢{¢}$h{}+{{*$}¢ﬁ'§h=‘33'3":':3"""-1'@#:':“'3'ﬂ"ﬂ'x‘::tx'ﬂ';:{»#:“"i#'@#ﬁhh#"q"""ﬁ'?‘ﬂ"*xxxxxxddﬁha.dx{q.@-&q.ﬁym:'s\q.ﬁq.ﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁ:ﬁ?ﬁqu“**xxh&ixxdhhh gw-a--c-c-\.-\.-\.;.q.q.q..;xhﬁ i s
e e e e x$++-ﬂ-+++++¢'++\.+’? -ﬂ'ﬁ-‘\t-ﬂ-&&'% e e :k:?a-ﬁ-tﬂ-ﬂ-' E i SRR e R
‘“‘““*'@:‘ﬂ"ﬂ'h"ﬁ"*‘ﬁs"ﬁ""** - i W .". xf . i S o | i T ¢ e B e
e 88 S S B B B SR e Wi N S o e o v G S L e e e :
mﬁ-:-a--a-:-g-c-'-c?*;:";;;?g 2 Nt b F- G B ﬂ-ﬁ#-ﬁ-k‘ﬁﬁg%&&ﬁ:b.b B at;\:‘**’*-ﬁ-:{{“{wq@.:}@-ﬂ:&m
o R R N e S Y i L2 P i S Qﬂ#-&.xw-ﬁ.hxsxag.@ 4 e R e S B A BN
s e e o e R R e i o o S e e e 33'5‘9“‘3’@-4-3{6@-&-@-@@-a.;spgngvﬁxx{“"a":”‘"“""'“"“"'“"“""‘"‘?H-?-k-a--:vz.:
_._.,_.,_x:.;-\.-u--\.--:-\.-\.:«.:-:--a-?a--'b-:-:ﬁ.-\.:-':-'k 5 %. o +§¢ *3‘3""9“""-"‘-:#--:--:-h-»a:'\s-k-ﬁa.b:.-u.............cq__\,_,v,a_,a_'s53“"'"‘*‘*"**‘“’**“"-"-"‘-"--"-*@--'ﬂ--h:-:--:-c-c-\.
ok g s e e s i g-a--'@"-‘\-" Fr % R e e e e B e B e A
e e ooy Hth = R IR
W e e K e S e e B ] e e v,&??v%%{vg?gi?‘fﬁﬁ?ﬁ‘?v “““"““‘““"‘f*i"\-"'\-'\-"'-'-'-c-t-\.-\.-\.-a..;.\,:i:ﬁ".: HE
e R e e R o = ﬁ-’wmww? .-c ot - e <¢V¢V¢++++hag¢x.\,¢ Lo { _ 5
. “ - :
. EXECUTIVE COUNCIL.. . | ECOUNCIL
o o % B -' P o e
e o o e e e e i e o e e e e e Rt LR & £ A . ?:'\7':"=-'=-'-'-'\--\.-\.--\.---\.-\.-.-.-. G .:.:.\.{.\.:':\‘ :--\.
e e e e R A R . 3w IE % AL _““__‘%____
e ook e e e e BB e e R = R o R e {&!
o o e e e Bt e D S B g I . Sl e e -'\--"\-c-: :-.-.--\.-\.- =
e S S s S e e L g el e : e A ST
T e = = e e e e e e _
e e e e e e e e e e e - a i '5--\.--\.-E-<:-:.::..:...lc" = 5 i
o e e i e e e e o o o e e + x e A
e R R e e o i = '\q.ﬁ\.ﬁ.ﬂ'ﬁq...}..’.\.v\#h%._v._ﬁ‘v o,
R e y L % : ks G R e S e B p 3
S Ak S e R R e - ; T S e hech :-.-.-.-..._.___.\,______
e o SRR P e S R i & i " = ﬁ.ﬁ e -\.-\.-\.-{v .\,: o R
o e s B St e o R 5 : e i R R -\.-c-\.-\. ._-\_..g.\,.________ R R
o et e e ot ~ 1 : - 5 5 hE SR 3 “"'”"‘"“““"""""9"\-""\-'\-: - s R SR e
s e o e S e e e SR R LR A SR S = * 4 ] i :':"‘":"'"'”“"“""9""5‘\5'""":-'\-:-:-x-\.x-\..-\.-\..-\..-\.:.q..@.g.\,,,.c.\,:_:_:_ R
s e o i e < E 2 i R e e e o
R e R X 3] R R ) " L s ﬁ'ﬁ‘"7“‘7"“"“"“:‘“#'”""###}v#}ﬁﬁﬂm\q.q.\.\.\..\':\cxaéﬁ R T ey
A e e e P A C e E e A S0 S S BB S R e
e e o o e e = 5 e R e 5 - ‘Q\\dbf.:b.\.q.q..:.:.\.:_:_:_v%{}}{{{ :
;.aq.sq.{:\.;.;.q.}.#{# o = ey s R = " o 3 RS S e
SRR s TE 'hw % Por gl A S B e ?ﬁ [0 p s S e
b e ¥ " = nen e e
B Ged DR B R G e e e e % FooH ' > ) ﬁﬂ,“i_}ﬁﬁﬁiig:z;;iif;x:{# SRR Coa SR
e - b S, G Ghn HERtwa. L T :\;:-\.:-\..-c T
SRR e e S e S = o R mE T RS T e S
S o el e e R B S B o e o = e - et b R L e el e e e
.-\..-\..-us:-:-:-EP'l::':"!":*':“""“"""':""'H‘“"i'*""':""""‘@' :-'\-R:-h‘ﬂ"h -] T '-+++-\.-£ Anbaer o 7 e e e e B e e e e L
o % = S o R S e R i A
e e e e D e e e R, g For . ..g.c-'\'\. S S L ;
s e o RS = e e S S R S R et S o ; a:-q-v;-\.-\.
st o e e SR B SR e R R S 'H' e, e FeY . D o O S e e e s e
R L e b S 2 e & o e L e R A T R o A P S __ i
e e T S S R R e béﬁﬁﬁ - B R o LR = S i c 1
EER e s e 5 8 b5 - 2 A e o {; E,
S e e e el sl el ol ol e e = s - e o el E:-:--'\-:--\.-:-.--\.-.\,.c.\,-\,,.\,q_ £
L e e e e e e e e e - h-ﬁ.-&nwag.«- & & oo £ 22 Ve et 2 o
e i e o e e T S 5 S o e o e R e A Lo e = e i
o o e ek e e B e e e e e R e o o x%-ﬁ-»ww—@»-’ 'g B R e e e et
e e e R e e e e e e e S e R e o e o A o, S e e e e s
A e b e e e e e o e e A e et e e o S e g_.- e e 3:_ P e A s % :
e o e e oo i el S = e RIS ool e b e i 5
X it S S e R e e e AR R B A 5
i i i ’SﬁuttmcesthnumaﬂaEarﬂsaﬂmatmn Y larry Pichen .
e e e e e o S e T S e ﬁﬁ++++{mm_-:-:_;'_':":_'\-'\-'\--' o T .
o Ao i e e e i S e o : e - C o e e '\-'x'\-'\-:-:--:-\.-.'.::::-;,i_.:'":;""*
G e e 3 eelvlmllgggﬁku Services Center i SR
e e e e .;. e ¥ = SR L e s A r
A e e e S B B S e L e e e R SRR
om0 S e A e 1[]11 | 1kE‘5hDL"E DI'H.-’ - --a.q.a.;.g..;.\,.\,_:,\qu,v_‘{_hk:_;:i A e
R e e e R e R e Rk i e e g e g R e e Rt
b o e R e e S L e DR s SN e S e e B
R A o R e e s A e e SR e S
ST - LA : olia Life Building, 4th Floor (70601 D Han SRR
e e e
i e e e e S b L b G E el s 2 R
e e e e e e e e e o e e - ?a-"'-'i.-c-\..-\.:::ﬂm o e e
i P.O. Box 191
e e R S e e e h-'-:'h.w.-:-x:-\.v}?i{.”'ﬁ"""‘"
e Sl Sl e el e DR - agk,&.\.\___{{xhh_b}?*--'\-'\-:--'-'\--a--\.:g.:
o e e e R o el el S el el e e et LﬂkE{Ih1IIE i ?DEDE AR e e e
e DR Rl R D e e e e e S S o e T gg& ‘**ﬁ“‘l“'w-\--ni: +::'\-'\-'\-:--\:--\.--\.:.\,..
e e e e o S e e : e R IR
e e e e g e o e et R R S e e et R T R e
e A e e e R e St e R R B S e e e R e e e crs o2 S e e R R
"\{.Q.q.'\.?@-.'.':‘}\..':-."\{'\."\."ﬂ"\.mﬁh?###{@#####@?hh{#ﬁ.{#ﬁy?qﬁyﬁ“ﬁﬁ R e e o
e e e R R R o :«.E b ek e el e _@_3_ e e o = S e
o SR B L e L e B A B e R e _IT e +x~-:-:-:--c“-\.::'¢'”': e e R
o .-.-\.-\.-\:--\.-\.:--::--\.--:-\.-':.a.;. e e e e % d "-ﬂ--ﬂ-ﬁﬂ-w ﬁ_q‘_#&«### e, e S S S B S
e e e D e e :H:-:-'\-:'\-'.-':-' g e e S e e R o e e T
B s e i ﬁ m S e 1-gatartk t t S R R e
i e Yo ﬁw echion ...k  awlk urex.ne - @ Lo
.--.-\.!-:."'\.""\.--:""-""\.-ﬂ-}}{# e o ey B Bl A AU 0 E.-\.-\.-\. i o 3 2 3 g
o e o e e e R e S m x.¢+¢u.¢+¢ua+¢+w:@-¢+“.~w¢-¢-xg{_,@,_,@,_a,q,.@,:__ﬁ_v&mcmm_{}haq_vv““vzﬁq‘x»&&#ﬁ &H&“‘Ex&«‘#m ‘°a-+-':-x‘g-x«q:q.ﬁ. :--achﬂ:fﬁ:l"i””””““
Bt R e e e A B R '\-:-\:-:-:-c-\:--'\a.:n:'\;u-;:--\:-\.:-\.-:n::nr:--\:-:--\:a..-.;c.a:-;:--\.-\.-\.c_.-\..ﬁ..ﬂ..\_..;..\,..\,..\,..\,a_.\_.k_,:n,.n,”,\..a,“,\__:_.ﬂ__h_.ﬂ,\._,n__a i =R 3'93"'@@-‘\75 E&-ﬁ»mﬁﬁ.ﬁﬁ¢¢¢-mmxﬁ_ﬁ_x_hﬁxﬁ_% B el e e e Dt e
i % e e e R R R AR e S
e e e e e B e Sl e e e el e el o e s R o e S TR S S i
ﬂcvv“ﬁ-wwxq--a-.-a-q-c--a-q-q-q: S S R R S %
B L e A e 5 S i e R R R e
o i e e e T ‘\?-\'}-{‘ﬂ-{.{xhhah?h?"{{-\.1-\?‘\'}--\'}--\'}-&&“ﬂ#mﬁ.&y#ﬁ.kﬁ-\'}--\q.-\q..q.q.q.q.--\q._q._.q.ﬁ.q..\_.?.p.\,::...\,Hxhﬁ_“d“q_+vﬁﬁtw#:¢-¢##¢¢v“z“ &“H &q‘“ﬁﬁﬂ'“g#*““*“q‘**“’"”"ﬂ“hb'iﬁ‘bﬁ-tluaia -':'\- o e el e
-.-.-q.-\?--\!--\'}--\?--\'}-!-}##}#v#{{#v{.{&ﬁk}:{xﬂ"-!-'{"'@-"-C-\?-\'J--\'}-}\..-\'}--\'J-h“@&ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ.&&&vﬁ.w@.@@*ﬁ«»g?}.q.?xx?,{ﬂxhx““ﬁ““#“wwwwd.‘w_q_& 5 ““‘\5‘ o e AR R i R e e L A
e e e e e e e e e o e e B e S e e e e e e e et e e e e b e e et el R D e ﬂ*ﬂ-a-:-’?u-a-\-a-@-wwq..ﬁ.q.,.,.ﬁ,ﬁ_.,.___.\,___ o e D oD el e

Letter From the Editor

Dear Bar Members:

The last issue of The Sidebar focused on the dramatic changes that the Bar was undergoing. At the time of publication, we were on the
eve of several major elections and collectively anticipated what changes were ahead. We now know who our leaders will be, and we begin
2004 with a new slate of ideas and personalities to guide us into the future. In Caleasien Parish alone, we have a new district judge, sher-
iff, and clerk of court. Statewide, we have many new officials, including a new governor and attorney general. Even our federal repre-
sentation is changing, with the recent announcement that long-time veteran Senator John Breaux will be stepping down.

But this issue 15 not devoted to the change of guard or any speculation about what reforms may come out of it. The December/January
issue of The Sidebar maintains its traditional focus on the community of lawyers and their impact on those around them. Holiday Helping
Hands and the Pro Bono Jazz Brunch are two of the organized events where attorneys make a difference, and there are countless acts of
individual generosity that go unrecognized every Holiday season.

As always, The Sidebar exists to serve vou. If you have a question, article, or announcement, please do not hesitate to contact me at
sethi@sethhopkins.com or by calling (357) 437-3880.

Sincerely,

Soh fhp

Seth Hopkins
Editor, The Sidehar




ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN REMEMBRANCE

The Southwest Lonislana Bar Association scnds condolences to
the families of Dick Chozen, Judze Bill McLeod, Edward Nichols,
Sr., Judege Woody Thompson, and Larry Roach, Sr. We share your
fond memories of these remarkable men.

CONGRATULATIONS

David Palay, Jr. and Carol Wukovits were married on October 18,
2003, We invite our members to submit information about wed-
dings, deaths, births, adoptions, and other major events in their
lives.

THERESA BARNATT JOINS
DAVID SIGLER & ASSOCIATES

David Sigler & Associates announces the association of Theresa
Barnatt to its firm. Mrs. Barnatt's primary practice areas are busi-
ness planning, estate planning and administration, taxation and
nonprofit organizations, She received her Bachelor of Science in
Business from Central Connecticut State University in 1988 and
her Juris Doctor degree from Quinnipiac School of Law (formerly
the University of Bridgeport) in 1991, She was admitted to the
Connecticnt Bar in 1991, the Louisiana Bar in 1992 and Lo practice
before the United States Tax Court in 1994, Mrs. Barnatt is certi-
fied as a Specialist in Estate Planning and Administration by the
Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization, and currently is a mem-
ber of its Advisory Commission for Estate Planning and
Administration. She is past President of the Southwest Loulslana
Bar Association, Lake Charles Rotary Club, and Lake Charles
Ballet Society. She is aclive in many other community organiza-
tions.

FAMILY COURT HEARING
INFORMATION LINE

The judges of the Family and Juvenile Court Section of the 14th
Judicial strict Court remind attorneys and office staff of the
Family Court Hearing Information Line. This program was insti-
tuted vears ago to provide a telephone call-in service for attorneys
and parties to obtain access to dates, times, and types of hearings
scheduled in the Farnily Court.

The information may be accessed by calling (337) 439-8484. The
call must be made from a touch-tone phone and vou must have the
docket number available to retrieve information. The information
will provide vou with the type of hearing (hearing officer, hearing,
domestic rule, or trial on the merits), date and time, and what
judge will be hearing the matter.

The judges and staff encourage yvou to give this information to
vour clients as well as othee staff so that the public may have
aceess Lo information concerning their hearing dates and times,

TWO ATTORNEYS NAMED
TO LOUISIANA BAR FOUNDATION

M=, Erin MeCall Alley, with the [irm of Bagzett, McCall, Burgess,
Watson & Gaughan and Mr. Drury Cunningham, with the [irm of
Guillory & McCall have been elected as Fellows of the Louisiana
Bar Foundation. The Foundation is a non-profit organization
which exists to preserve, honor, and improve our svstem of justics
by funding, developing, or otherwise promoting efforts which
enhance the legal profession, to increase public understanding of

the legal svstem, and to advance the reality of equal justice under
the law.

T

Need a fair and thorough mediator?

LAKE CHARLES MEDIATION CENTER

Offering the best rates in town &
the most comfortable tacility.

An outstanding value 1n the heart ot Lake Charles.

Over 30 years local trial experience &
comprehensive knowledge of local courts,

SETTLE YOUR CASE TODAY! {(337) 5827-7071
TAKE A FREE ONLINE TOUR: LAKECHARLESMEDIATION.COM
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Letter from the President

Much effort was put in this year learning what the
Southwest Louisiana Bar Association can do to become a more
important part of your practice. We looked to the Baton Rouge
and Lafavette Bar Associations since they have set the standard.
The message could not have been more clear: HAVE FUN! The
officers and staff of the Lafayette Bar Association were extraordi-
narily generous with their time and experience.

New for 2004 will be “Night Court”. Each month we will
schedule a social at the end of a day. In Lafayette, it 15 called "Last
Appointment”. The idea is to get together just to meet friends,
maybe decide to go to dinner, argue sports, or whatever you
enjoy talking about with other members of the bar. Sometimes
wie will meet at a bar or restaurant but other times we may meet
at somebody's office.

We will schedule more luncheons this year around topics
of interest. We received many compliments on the candidate
forums this vear so we hope to build on that. Ideas and sugges-
tions are welcome,

Last, but most daunting, is our plan to schedule a
bench/bar conference. Absolutely everybody agreed that this is
what made the Baton Rouge and Lafayette Bar Associations sue-
cessful. Please talk to your friends in those areas and find out tor
vourself how much fun a local Bar Association can be. If vou
would like to help to organize the bench/bar conference or to
sponsor a Night Court, please let us know. The more involvement
we have, the more we are succeeding. We will provide the oppor-
tunities and hope to see much more of you in 2004,

Sincerely,

Tom Lorenzi, President
Southwest Louisiana Bar Association

Letter to the Bar

To Southwest Louisiana Bar Association members:

It is with a heavy heart that I write this letter to you all.
Over the last 15 years, [ have worked closely with all of you and
have forged many wonderful friendships. I consider myself to be
so fortunate to have been part of your “teamn” that accomplished
much for the commeon good. T hope you know that I have always
performed my duties in a professional manner and have always
strived to make every experience as courteous, convenient, and
efficient as possible for all parties involved. Not many people
have the luxury of loving what they do; however, I did. I enjoyed
every aspect of my work with the 14th Judicial Distriet Court and
am so thankful for those many years of service.

As T embark on another phase in my life, I feel very blessed
to have the opportunity to once again work with Judge Patricia

Minaldi. One of the hardest steps in life is change, but change
allows yvou to grow and accept new challenges. One of those chal-
lenges will be getting accustomed to short paper!

I will be taking with me many fond memories. Thank you
for all that vou have given me over the years. It truly has been a
pleasure working with all of yvou. Please call me at federal court if
there 15 ever anything I can do for vou, Stay in touch!

Sincerely,
Shawn Chamblee

EDITORS NOTE: We would be happy to publish your letter to
the bar and encourage our members and readers to submit let-
ters to Adel Murphy or Seth Hopkins.

1639 RYAN STREET

THE CONFERENCE CENTER UPTOWN CATERING

(formerly Vanchiere’s)

Please call for bookings 337.480.1221
Several Private [Rooms Available for f"\*ﬂ.ﬁ{ﬂiﬂd‘.ﬁﬁmﬁ, {_-.j-l_:lnfﬁu'ﬁul-ll:-ﬁﬁﬁ. and Launches

E;“-Iigﬂn( Ballroom Available for ][.«rm*g-m' Events

We offer A/V equipment and Full Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner Menus
LAKE CHARLIES, LLOUISTIANA 70601




Fall Court Honors Our Own

By ROB MCCORQUODALE

Fall Court this year was a time for both reflection and cel-
ebration. We were able to reflect on the lives and careers of some
very special members of our bar while celebrating who they were
and what they contributed to our community.

Dick Chozen was memorialized by Fred Cappel; Judge Bill
Mecleod was remembered by Len Knapp, and Terry Johnson
talked to us about Ed Nichols, Sr, They should all be thanked and
congratulated for doing such a good job with such a tough assign-
ment. If you try, vou can imagine how hard it must be to share
personal memories about a close friend who has recently passed
away in such a publie forum. They all deserve our thanks.

We were also lucky to be able to recognize William
Baggett, Sr. and Robert Boudreau for practicing law for 50 years.
Even more amazing was Judge Preston Savoy's 70 yvears of prac-
tice. Jeff Cole did a superb job of putting that amazing accom-
plishment in the proper perspective.

During the introduction of new lawyers, we learned that
we need to do a better job of getting information from various
firmns in advance. I would name all of the new lawyers here, but
to be quite honest, so many names were added just before and
during the ceremony that I am not quite sure whose names [
announced. I apologize to all of those who we recognized and to
any we may have left out, The good news is there were a lot of
new lawyers starting to practice in our area and, to paraphrase
Jeff Cole, in 2073, someone will hopefully be recognizing them
for practicing law for 70 vears.

Jim Ortego presented the Pro Bono award to Alvin King,
and when vou think about it, that is really a verv special award to
receive. We congratulate you Alvin and thank vou for making the
local bar look so good. Jim also presented the Charles Downing
Humanitarian Award to Monsignor Irving DeBlanc. I don’t know
of a more worthy recipient for this type of award. Monsighor was
uncharacteristically brief in his remarks. I say that because as a
voungster at Our Lady Queen of Heaven, [ seem to remember he
had a reputation for sometimes stretching out his homilies. We
never complained, because it usually meant the next elass would
be cut short and Monsignor's homilies were alwavs more inter-
esting than math or science. This year he proved once again that
time seems to have little effect on his wit and charm. He is truly
a local icon and it was an honor for him to appear and be recog-
nized during our Fall Court Ceremony. Since he was going to be
there, it seemed appropriate to have him perform both the invo-
cation and benediction. True to his reputation, he did a great job.

The bar luncheon meeting was a success. We enjoyed sood
food with good friends. The only thing that would have made the
day any better would be if more of our friends could have been
there to share it with us. Law Day is May 7, 2004.

Tel: (337) 480-0246

For Al Yﬂur Business Personal Tralml

§ IN TRAVEL

A Louisiana Corporation
“SERVICE, KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE”

1407 West Prien Lake Road
Lake Charles 1A 70601

Co-Owned by Jim Hanchey and Patty Carlberg

www.partners-in-travel.com

] PR

Fax: (337) 480-044.5




SWLA Bar Association Announces
New Executive Committee

The Southwest Louisiona Bar Association has added three local afforneys lo its executive committee. Seth Hopkins, Robert
MeCourguodale, and Ranie Thompson joined the commitice as al-large members for 2004, Each has provided a brief biography.

SETH HOPKINS

Seth is a federal judicial law clerk in
the Western District of Louisiana. He
graduated from the Louisiana State

e e
T

e University Law Center in 1999 and is
iy licensed to practice in Louisiana and
e Texas. Seth clerked in the 14th Judicial
e District Court immediately after gradua-

tion and prior o entering private prac-
lice with The Hopkins Law Firm.

While in private practice, Seth began
a mediation service as well as a nation-
# wide litigation support service,

OpeningStatement.com, where he draft-
ed opening statements for attorneys involved in major litigation.
He has written openings for clients as diverse as a plaintiff’s
attorney in a $16 million commercial litigation dispute in Atlanta
and for a highly publicized criminal defendant charged with cap-
ital murder in Baltimore. Seth also owns an internationally-
acclaimed speech writing service which caters to businesses,
individuals in need of speeches for events such as commence-
ments and retirements, and even pageant contestants.

In June, Seth reentered public service as a federal law
clerk to Judge Patricia Minaldi. He is the editor of The Sidebar
and is on the board of editors of the Lonisiana Bar Journal. Seth
teaches evening classes at the Delta School of Business in Lake
Charles and serves on the Boards of Directors of ACTS Theatre,
the Brimstone Museumn, the Volunteer Center, and Los Pasadas,
a eomumunity development corporation in Houston.

Prior to becoming an attorney, Seth had the opportunity
to intern in the White House during the Clinton administration
and to work for Senator Johnston and Congressman Hayes. He 1s
an inactive private pilot and recently purchased a sailboat.
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ROB MCCORQUODALE

Rob MeCorquodale brings an abun-
dance of political and legal expericnee to
the executive committee. He represents
the community in which he lives by serv-
ing not only as a Lake Charles City
Counsel member, but as president of the
organization.

After graduating [rom law school,
i Rob became an assistant district attor-
ney in Calcasieun Parish, where he
worked for ten years. In September,
2000, he accepted a position as in-house
counsel to the Caleasien Parish Sheriff's
Office, where he presently works to defend and advise one of the
largest sheriff's offices in the State of Lonisiana.

Rob has served the Bar Association as its special events
chairman, and he has been a delegate to the Lonisiana Bar
Association. He was appointed by Judge Painter to the commit-
tee to examine ways to improve the local eriminal justice system,
and he is a fellow of the Louisiana Bar Foundation. He is also a
member of the 14th Judicial District Court’s interdiseiplinary
committee.

Rob is proud of his family and has one child, Ethan. He
stays active in his community through volunteer work and his
memberships in YMBC and the South Lake Charles Kiwanis
Clulb.

RANIE THOMPSON
e = Banie T. Thompson is the managing
ommmmee oo attorney of the Lake Charles branch

office of Acadiana Legal Service
Corporation. She is a 1993 Political
Seience honors graduate of Jackson
State University in Jackson, Mississipm
and a 1996 graduate of the University of
[owa College of Law. This is her second
time to serve on the board of a bar asso-
ciation, having heen given the same
honor in Lafavette.

: In 1999, Ranie worked as a judicial
~ law clerk at the 4th Circuit Court of
Appeals in New Orleans with Judge Pro Tempore James Gray,
III. She was then hired as a staff attorney with Southeast
Lonisiana Legal Services in Covington, where she handled
domestic matters in St Tammany and Washington Parishes. She
presently works for Acadian Legal Services, where she has
already been instrumental in getting a grant in excess of
$209,000 from the U.S. Department of Justice in order to help
litigate protective orders on behalf of women. Ranie has also
helped draft the law firm’s brochures on divorce, custody, child
support, and domestic violence laws in Louisiana.

Ranie has always been active and has followed her dream
of giving back to the community. She has worked with Habitat
for Humanity, served as a coordinator for the Equal Justice
Project, and been honored as a law school Moot Court member.
Ranie is a proud member of the Philadelphia COGIC in
Mossville, Louisiana, where she serves as the general secretary
and member of the choir.

“God’s grace and mercy has sustained me over the years
and shall keep me in yvears to come,” she says. “Although [ can
never repay what God has blessed me with, my life’s work 1s a
portion of what is required of me from God, and 1 firmly believe
the best is vet to come.”
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Ritchie Sworn in as 14" JDC’s Newest Judge

By DENISE SAVANT

On Tuesday, December 9, 2003 at 5:30 p.m. in Courtroom
A of the Caleasien Parish Courthouse David A. Ritchie was
installed as the new distriet judge for 14th Judicial Distriet Court,
Division E. After the welcoming address given by Ralph J.
Williams, Sr., President of the Southwest Louisiana Bar
Association, David Ritchie, IT and Jackson Ritchie led family and
friends in the Pledge of Allegiance. Dr. David Holder of the First
Baptist Church of Sulphur gave the invocation and was followed
by W. Todd Fontenot who gave the keynote address. The
Honorable D, Kent Savoie administered the oath of office while
Judge Ritchie’s sons, David, II and Jackson held the bible. His
wife, Janet and daughter, Annaliese, performed the robing after
which Judge Ritchie gave a few remarks.

He began his remarks by thanking evervone for their sup-
port, Judge Ritchie was quoted as saying:

“I want to begin by publicly thanking God for all of the
blessings He has bestowed upon my family and me. Janet and 1

prayved throughout this campaign for His will to be done, and for

Him to get the glory and honor no matter which way this election
turned out. Without God in my hife, I can assure yvou that 1 would
not be standing before vou as a District Judge today.”

“There are so many wonderful people that have helped me
get to where I am today. If T started trying to name all those peo-
ple who helped me during the campaign, I would surely leave
some people out. So, instead of naming all of those people, I sim-
ply want to thank each and every person who helped in any way
during the campaign. Whether it was knocking on doors, putting
up signs, talking to your family and friends or anything else vou
did to help, you know who you are and you are very much appre-
clated.”

“As you know, the office of District Judge is a very impor-
tant one. Decisions I will be making will change people's lives -
some for the better, some for the worse. I recognize the tremen-
dous responsibility that has been given to me, and my continuing
pledge to you is that I will always strive to achieve justice under
the law for all who come before me. T am still David and, as
always, my door will be open to you.”

In closing Judge Ritchie thanked evervone for sharing this
moment with him and asked for their continued pravers and
support as he prepared to face the challenges that lie ahead.

The Honorable Lilynn Cutrer gave closing remarks and
Father Ed Brunnert of Qur Lady of Prompt Succor Catholic
Church gave the benediction.
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Pro Bono Jazz Brunch
Earns High Marks

The eighth annual Pro Bono Jazz Brunch fund raiser,
chaired by Winfield E. Little, Jr., was held on Sunday, Sept. 7,
2003 at the City Club at the Tower, The Jazz Brunch is held as a
fundraiser each vear to benefit free legal services in Caleasieu,
Cameron, Allen, and Jefferson Davis Parishes,

Participants enjoyed a wonderful buffet of eggs benedict
with smoked salmon, pepper roasted prime rib, blackened catfish
with sauteed shrimp, sliced pork loin with mushroom sauce, and
a delicious assortment of other treats. The brunch was held from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m., during which time the Jay Ecker Jazz Quartet
provided entertainment while a silent auction was held. Tickets
were $50 per person, and all auction items were donated by local
attorneys and area businesses,

This vear's participation was record breaking, netting just
over $7,200. The proceeds from the jazz brunch were split
between the two agencies providing pro bono legal services in the
area. Checks were presented to Jim Ortego of Southwest
Louisiana Legal Services and Ranie Thompson of Acadian Legal
Services.

Many thanks to all of those who purchased tickets, donated
auction items, sold tickets, attended the event, and participated in
the silent auction. It is through your continued support that these
agencies are able to offer outstanding legal services to those in the
community who lack the funds to retain legal counsel.




Budding Barristers: A Profile of

14th JDC Clerks

EDNTOR'S NOTE: Each vear, the {4th Judicial District Court hives four attorneys or law school graduates awaiting bar resulis to
serve as law clerks for the parish judges. They serve on a rolating basis, each working with iwe or three judees af o fime. The
clerks arnswered a survey for The Sidebar ay a way of introducing themselves 1o the local bar Lawyers take note: some of them will

need jobs in Southwest Louisiana in August!

RONALD JAY “RONNIE” NUNEZ

School and graduation date: University of New
Orleans, May, 1999, LSU Law, May, 2003.

Family members & ages: No children and never mar-
ried. Half-brother Trov and half-sister Joy.

Hobbies: Fitness, video games, sports, zo-kart racing,
reading

What inspired vou to go to law school? To challenge
myself and my intellectual ability. Also to work with and help peo-
ple, both individually and the public at large.

Have you or vour family lived in Lake Charles
bhefore? If so, when? If vou grew up here, where did vou go to
high school? No. Born in New Orleans; raised in St. Bernard. And
I get asked all the time if I'm from Cameron Parish. Sorry, proba-
blv related to them, but not that I know of. I went to Chalmette
Senior High School,

Favorite moment in school: Participating in cross-
enraolled criminal defense clinie at Southern Law School where [
represented two clients in court and got an Article 894 for one and
a plea for the other (no jail time).

Least favorite moment in school: When [ realized
early on how childish many fellow students were. There are no
secrets in law school at LSU. Gossip travels fast.

Undergraduate degree & college: General studies/pre-
law at UNO

How long do yvou plan to stay in Lake Charles:
Depends on job offers (that's an invitation for offers!)

Would vou like a career in public service, a firm,
government, as a sole practitioner, or something other
than practicing law? First choice is criminal law, either as a DA
or public defender or private criminal defense. Second choice is
environmental law, maybe DEQ or the Louisiana Afttorney
{reneral's Office.

Have vou found employment bevond yvour c¢lerk-
ship, or are your options still open? Not started the search
vet, but soon. Waiting to re-take two parts of the bar and then get
the results.

Where would vou like to be in five years? Ten
vears? Very open. Probably in a public/government job. Maybe
politics eventually, but unsure.

What would you like to tell the attornevs of
Southwest Louisiana? Most are very good. All are very friendly.
They seem to enjov their work in the court and Lake Charles. Get
vour memos and briefs in on time! Just joking... sorta,

KAREN MCLELLAN

School and graduation date: L5U Law, May, 2003.

Family members & ages: Parents and older brothers

Have you or your family lived in Lake Charles
before? No

Favorite moment in school: Graduation

Undergraduate degree & college: University of
Maryland, Baltimore, Dual degree in Political Science and Modern
Languages & Linguistics (Spanish).

How long do vou plan to stay in Lake Charles:
Unknown.,

Would you like a career in public serviee, a firm,
government, as a sole practitioner, or something other
than practicing law? Public service or something other than
practicing law.

Have von found employment bevond vour clerk-
ship, or are your options still open? No. My options are still
OpEen.

Where would youn like to be in five vears? Ten
yvears? Unknown,

SCOTT ROGERS
School and graduation date: L5, May, 2003,
Undergraduate degree & college: Secondary

Education, McNeess State

Have you found employment bevond vour clerk-
ship, or are your options still open? Still open.

CREED MICHAEL ROMANO

School and graduation date: Mississippi College School
of Law, Jackson, MS - May, 2003,

Family members & ages: Wife - Aimee Daigle Romano (25).

Hobbies: Yacht racing (sailboats), fishing, rughy.

What inspired you to go to law school? My father,
Charles Romano (L3U) and my sister Lindsay, both lawyers, My
father's first job out of law school was here in Lake Charles with
Camp, Carmouche, & Palmer. My father's love for the profession,
the ability to help others.

Have you or vour family lived in Lake Charles
before? If so, when? If you grew up here, where did you
go to high school? I was born in Sulphur in 1971, My family
moved to New Orleans when I was 3. [ grew up in New Orleans, but
my grandparents, aunts, uncles, & cousins still live here in
Sulphur. My wife was born and raised in Sulphur and went to
Sulphur High School.

Favorite moment in school: Graduation

Undergraduate degree & college: Political Science -
Ole Miss (University of Mississippi)

How lomg do you plan to stay in Lake Charles:
Depends on if [ find a good job in the area upon completing my
clerkship.

Would you like a career in public service, a firm,
government, as a sole practitioner, or something other
than practicing law? At the moment I'm thinking firm or sole
practitioner, but who knows what God has in store for me?

Have vou found employment beyond vour clerkship, or are your
options still open? Options still open at the moment, so start mak-
ing offers now while you still can!

Where would you like to be in five vears? Ten
years? Five years: Established in my practice of law. Settled in
and doing well, perhaps some public service (city council, ete.) On
the side. Ten years: Behind the bench! T would like to be a judge.

What would you like to tell the attorneys of
Southwest Louisiana? [ need a job! But seriously, [ would say
that 1 look forward to meeting and working with the members of
the har, and that if you are in the 14th JDC, stop in and say hello.
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Holiday Helping Hands 2003

By JOE KELTY

For sewveral years, the Southwest Louisiana Bar
Association Young Lawyers” Section has sponsored the Holiday
Helping Helping Hands project. Through Holiday Helping
Hands, area schools are contacted through their principals, guid-
ance counselors, and teachers to provide names of children who
wolld not normally recelve Christmas presents and toys due to
financial hardship. The Young Lawyers' Section then obtains
each child's wish list and asks members of the Bar to “adopt”™ a
child in order to provide him or her with clothing, tovs, and other
mifts from the child’s wish list during the holiday season. Over the
pasl four vears, the Young Lawyers’ Section has been able to pro-
vide about 800 children with a happy holiday due to the success
of this program,

This vear alone, over 200 children throughout the area
were brought to our attention through 27 area schools, The Bar
and the community responded with an incredible effort in spon-
soring the children, insuring that each child received something
for Christmas. The Section not only receives volunteers to spon-
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sor these children, but equally as important, the legal communi-
ty volunteers to take time from their own lives to shop for gifts,
deliver the presents, and to perform various other functions in
conneclion with Holiday Helping Hands, all in an effort to make
sure Christmas comes to every child in Southwest Louisiana.
This year, the Bar Auxiliary formed a shopping committee, head-
ed by Peggy Dees, which shopped for an entire school. Members
of our own shopping committee, Betty Raglin, Theresa Barnatt,
Robin Anderson, and Kelly Keller, helped us buy =ifts for over 45
children. It is heartwarming and personally gratifying to see the
excited faces of children at the schools when delivering the pres-
ents and to see the gratitude of principals, teachers, and coun-
selors who truly want all their students to have happy holidays,
The Young Lawyers' Section thanks everv person involved
in this year’s Holiday Helping Hands. From the sponsors who
make this project possible to the volunteers who shopped and
delivered gifts to the schools, each of vou has helped make
Christmas brighter for the children of Southwest Louisiana.
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New Legislation in Family Law

By JUDGE DAVID A. BLANCHET

Fifteenth Judicial [hstriet Court

EDITOR'S NOTE: Reprinted with permission from the Lafaverte Bar Journal, The Promulgator. A brief discussion which related only
to the I 5th Judicial District Court has been omitted.

As is often the case, the new legisla-
tHion passed during the 2003 Regular
Session of the Legislature presents a mixed
bag for litigants and practitioners. Ths
article summarizes the new acts and pro-
vides my brief comment on the impact each
act has on the existing body of family law.
The complete text of the 2003 legislative acts
is on line at http:/ fwww.legis.statela.us/

Act No. 547, amends and reen-
acts R.S. 9:315(C)(4)(a) and enacts
R.S. 9:315(C)(4)¥d)(iv) by adding
“recurring monetary gifts” to the definition
of gross income under the child support
guidelines. The deflinition of “recurring
monetary gifts” does not include any mon-
elary gift to the domiciliary parent if the
objective of the gift is to supplement the
regular child support payments from the
non-domiciliary parent.

Comments: This amendment
makes it clear that the gift must be both
monetary and recurring. In order to count-
er the domiciliary parent’s argument that
the objective of the gift is to supplement
irregular child support payments, the non-
domieiliary parent must prove that his or
her child support payments were regular.

Act No. 837 enacting R.S.
9:2801.2 which provides that in a pro-
ceeding to partition the community, the
eourt may include, in the valuation of a
community commercial business, the good-
will of the business. Goodwill shall not be
included in the valuation of a business
when goodwill results solely from the iden-
tity, reputation, or qualifications of the
owner or from his relationship with cus-
tomers of the business.

Comments: This statute creates an
exception, which excludes goodwill in the
valuation of a community commercial busi-
ness for the same reasons goodwill is
excluded in the valuation of a professional
corporation. The statute mandates that the
court exclude goodwill in such a valuation
when it results “solely” from unique guali-
ties of the owner personal to him. The point
of contention will no doubt be whether
goodwill results “solely” from these unigue
qualities of the owner.

Act 676 amends and reenacts
R.8. 9:355.12 and 355.13 by adding
additional factors to RS, 9:355.12 that the

Court “shall consider” to determine con-
tested relocation cases where a parent
intends to establish the legal residence of a
minor child at any location outside of the
state or a distance of more than 150 miles
from the other parent, The additional fac-
Lors are:

A, (8) The current employvment and
economic circumstances of each
parent and whether or not the pro-
posed relocation 15 necessary Lo
improve the circumstances of the
parent seeking relocation of the
child,

(@) The extent to which the objecting
parent has fulfilled his or her finan-
cial obligations to the parent seeking
relocation, including child support,
spousal support and community
property obligations,

(10) The [easibility of relocation by
the objecting parent,

(11) Any other factors affecting the
best interest of the child, and

{12) Any history of substance abuse
or violence by either parent, includ-
ing a consideration of the severity of
such conduct and the failure or sue-
cess of any attempts at rehabilita-
tion.

B. The court may not consider whether
or not the person seeking relocation
of the child will relocate without the
child if relocation is denied or
whether or not the person opposing
relocation will also relocate if reloca-
tion is allowed.

9:355.13 Burden of Proof — The relo-
cating parent has the burden of proof that
the proposed relocation is in good faith and
ig in the best interest of the child. In deter-
mining the childis best interest, the court
shall consider the benefits, which the child
will derive either directly or indirectly from
an enhancement in the relocating parentis
general quality of life. Comments: The
court is required to consider employment
and economic circumstances of each par-
ent, whether the proposed relocation is
necessary to improve the cireumstances of
the parent secking relocation, and the ben-
efits the child will derive directly or indi-
rectly from an enhancement of the relocat-
ing parentis general quality of life. The

court must also consider whether the
objecting parent has fulfilled his or her
child support, spousal support, and com-
munity property obligations, as well as the
history of substance abuse or viclence of
either parent, the severity of the condition,
and the failure or success of any attempts at
rehabilitation. Remarkably, it appears that
the court can only consider the “feasibility”
of relocation by the objecting parent, but
not whether that parent will actually relo-
cate.

Act No. 964 amends and reen-
acts R.S. 46:236.5(C), which provides an
expedited hearing officer process for not
only the establishment of paternity and
establishment or enforcement of support as
provided by the former statute, but also for
“other related family and domestic matters
in district court”. Domestic and family mat-
ters “shall include” divorce and all issues
ancillary to a divorce proceeding; all child
related issues such as paternity, filiation,
custody, visitation, and support in non-
marital cases; all protective orders filed in
accordance with Title 46 and the Children’s
Code and all injunctions filed in accordance
with Title 9 and the Code of Civil
Procedure, The statute permits a hearing
officer to act as a finder of fact and to make
written recommendations to the court con-
cerning any domestic and family matters
“as set forth by local court rules” including
but not limited to: establishment and mod-
ification of child and spousal support, child
custody and visitation; method of collection
of child and spousal support; enforcement
of child and spousal support and enforce-
ment of child custody and wisitation; con-
tested and uncontested paternity cases;
default orders or rules to show cause, if the
absent parent does not respond to notice;
punishment by the court for constructive
contempt of an order of the court or hear-
ing officer; confirmation of domestic and
family default judgments, provided that no
judgment shall be effective until signed by a
district judge; granting of uncontested
divorees and approved domestic and family
consent judgments provided that no Jjudg-
ments shall be effective until signed by a
distriet judge; recommendations regarding
the resolution of disputes concerming dis-
covery or issuance of subpoenas; referral of
parties to mediation, medical and psycho-
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logical evaluation, drug testing and regard-
ing the referral of parties to counseling and
substance abuse treatment; making recom-
mendations on all protective orders [iled
under Title 46, the Children's Code, and all
injunctions filed in accordance with RE.5.
9:361, 371, 372 and C.C.P. Art. 3601, ct seq.
The statute also provides that any parly
whao dizagrees with a judgment or ruling of
the hearing officer may file a writlen objec-
tion to the findings of fact or law of the
hearing officer within the time and manner
established by “conrt rule™. The objection
shall be heard by the judge of the district
courl to whom the case is assigned. Upon
filing of the objection, the court shall
schedule a contradictory hearing where the
judge shall accept, reject or modify in
whole or in part the findings of the hearing
officer. If the judge in his discretion deter-
mines that additional information is need-
ed, he may receive evidence at the hearing
or remand the proceeding to the hearing
officer.

Comments: This statute offers dis-

trict courts many different options to deter-
mine the best way to utilize its hearing offi-
cers in order to establish an expedited
process in family court matters. The
amendment to the statute specifically
deletes the language, which grants a party
who disagrees with the findings of the
hearing officer the right to a “de novo
review” by the district court.

Act No. 1092 amends and reen-
acts Civil Code Article 113, which pro-
vides for interim spousal support pending
the award of final spousal supporl. The
amendment states that an award of interim
spousal support allowance shall terminate
upon the rendition of a judgment of
divoree. I a claim for final spousal support
is pending at the time of the rendition of
the judgment of divorce, the interim
spousal support award shall thereafter ter-
minate npon rendition of a judgment
awarding or denying final spousal support
or one hundred eighty (180) days from the
rendition of judgment of divorce, whichev-
er occurs first.

Comments: Prior to this amend-
ment, Civil Code Article 113 provided that
an award of interim spousal support termi-
nated upon the rendition of a judgment
awarding or denying final spousal support
or one hundred eighty (120) days from the
rendition of a judgment of divorce,
whichever oceurs first. With this amend-
ment, interim spousal support can only be
extended bevond a judgment of divorce by
filing a claim for final spousal support prior
to the rendition of the judgment of divoree.
This amendment is problematical for sev-
eral reasons, Six (6) months iz a relatively
short period for a spouse to oblain neces-
sary training and/or to find emploviment.
In addition, the partition of most commu-
nity regimes can be accomplished in a vear,
which often allowed spouses to avoid filing
and/or trying permanent spousal support
matters. The likely affect of this amend-
ment will be unnecessary and increased fil-
ings and maore litigation between the par-
ties,

The Southwest Louisiana Bar Association encourages its members to
thank and patronize our advertisers.
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Views From the Bench

By CHARLES SCHRUMPF
Sulphur City Court Judge

I guess the first thing [ want to
say is that it is nice to suddenly be
“honorable™, T suppose that shows yon
the low esteem with which attorneys
are thought of by most. 1 still feel being
an attorney is an honorable profession.
¢ 1 also learned that hard work is very
| important in the judge's job too, 1
appreciate the work altorneys do to
prepare for trial, at least those that do
prepare for trial and share their mem-
oranda with the judge. T see where it is
imperative that the judge have read
and prepared himself for all trials and
i hearings. It has become most obvious
to me, because our eourl has a small claims division and thus a lot of
litigants do not have attorneys. My sympathies are with those who go
inte court hoping for a favorable ruling on their problem, but have not
gotten the witnesses or evidence necessary in order to win their case.
Although T have tried to get those people to enter inte a compromise,
most take an immovable stance, and are heartbroken when T must rule
against them.

I thank God for my grandmaother that I was brought up learn-
ing about God and 1o have a moral fiber. [ thank God that my children
have not straved from their upbringing and that my grandehildren will
be brought up in that atmosphere. 1 thank God for my tamily and my
ehureh family from which I derive so much strength and encourage-
ment. This is not always an easy job to do,

(On another topic, [ am excited that we may be nearing the ahil-
ity to handle so many of the traffic tickets and criminal matters paper-
less. The Sulphur Police are supposed to start sending us their infor-
mation wirelessly, and we can send them bench warrant information
in the same manner, We hope to get the Sherift's Office so that we can
eliminate a lot of inefficiency and redundant effort. Most of the city
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eonrrts in the state are trying to agree on a software package to move
away from the old DOS systems in use now. We are updating our com-
puter technology as we speak and hope to have new software up and
running by the first of next year. I started a website for our court and
vou can find out what fines are and other information about our court
there. The site is: www.sulphurcityeourt.eom.

As T had indicated 1 would deo, 1 instituted court 5 days a week.
On Monday, Wednesday and Friday, in the morning, we have traffic
and criminal matters. On Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, we have
civil matters. We do take up short civil matters on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, usually evictions, but for the most part,
Tuesdays and Thursdays are civil, This has helped relieve the parking
situation that 15 a severe problem on most Mondays and Wednesdays.
We are also running out of space in our courthouse, so we are looking
at scanning or other technigques to move files and give us more room,

The City is looking at building a new ity hall and putting us in
their new building, but that is a fow vears down the roacd.

Also, T have begun seeing juvenile traffic offenders in chambers
with their parents. T have explained to them that T do not allow their
parents to pay their tickets and that they must accept responsibility
and consequences for their actions. The parents and children have
responded favorably to this approach. | am still trving to get other
juvenile matters back into our court to help relieve the burden on the
district court, The juvenile probation office is ready for it to happen,
but I still need the go abead from both the family court judges. I urge

everyone to talk to the family court judges and let them know what
they think about this idea.

Finally, I am hosting a gumbeo at my home for those individu-
als who use our court frequently, in order to get comments, sugges-
tions and criticisms about how we do our job or how it can be done
maore efficiently or conveniently. | want to make our court as citizen-
friendly as possible within the framework that the law allows. 1f any-
one has ideas or suggestions, I welcome them. I want to thank The
Sidebar, and Legal News for letting me address evervone,

John S. Bordelon,
J.D., LL.M.

Serving as P.l. Co-Counsel to
LLBA Members since 1987
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National Notes

These stories were found in the ABA Journal Report
and other legal and news services in the last month.

CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW?

Om-Star and other satellite on board navigation and emer-
geney services have been touted as the next great safety innova-
tiorn. Offered by most car manufacturers, the systems include
microphones built into the car which allow the driver or passen-
gers to communicate hands-free with operators at the touch of a
button, The operators provide navigation information and can
sometimes even book tickets and other entertainment upon
request.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation saw a unique oppor-
tunity to utilize the microphones that come with the systems and
began instituting wiretaps that piggvbacked off of the services to
force the microphones to turn on and call in conversations taking
place in the vehicle. This allowed an uninterrupted way of eaves-
dropping virtually anviwhere that the car traveled.

But there was a problem. Technical limitations prevented
the service from working properly when the FBI was listening,
which prompted the Ninth Circuit to prevent the Agency from
using this tool any longer.

In a case involving a Mevada strip club lobbyist aceused of
public corruption, the defense argued that the wiretap should be
suppressed, which the court granted, but on unconventional
grounds. In a 2-1 decision, the judges were not concerned with
privacy considerations; rather, they did not want the FBI imper-
gonating the service operators and driving tow trucks to aceident
scenes, which it would have to do in order to avoid rousing the
suspicion of the subzcriber.

“The FBI, however well-intentioned, is not in the business
of providing emergency road services, and might well have better
things to do when listening in than respond with such services to
the electronie signal sent over the line,” Judge Marsha Berzon
wrote,

LAWYERS ACCUSE MIAMI POLICE
OF FALSE ARREST

Law students and attorneys with the National Lawyers
Guild claim that they were beaten, teargassed, and arrested by
ski mask-wearing police who were working undercover as anar-

chist protesters. They claim that they had their cell phones,
tapes, and other property destroyed as they were monitoring a
protest at the Miami Free Trade Summit,

The attorneys were wearing bright green neon caps iden-
tifying them as outside monitors not affiliated with the protest,
but they allege that their designation as lawvers made them tar-
zets of the police, who aimed for their green caps and fired rub-
ber bullets. The lawyers were jailed for 17 hours without access to
food, water, or counsel.

TIPS FOR DEALING WITH
IMPAIRED COUNSEL

As baby boomers age, a recent ABA Journal article sug-
gests that lawyers become familiar with the signs of dementia
and mental impairment in their opposing counsel,

The article, written by Richard Acello for the December 5
edition of the journal, begins with three scenarios. He writes, “An
attorney is feverishly scribbling notes in the midst of an intense
hearing when he realizes that opposing counsel is singing argu-
ments to the soundtrack of The Producers, Another lawyer’s nor-
mally punctual opponent has missed five straight filing dead-
lines. At a meeting, a litigator notices that her opponent looks
like he’s slept in his suit.”

The Standing Committee on Ethics and Professional
Responsibility of the ABA addressed these issues in Formal
Opinion 03-431, which gives lawvers a list of options for how to
handle opposing counsel who may be suffering from mental
impairment that is affecting his ability to practice law.

The opinion advises that the concerned lawver consult
with a mental health professional, contacted a lawver assistance
program, or speak to the lawyer directly. If the attorney chooses
to contact the impaired lawyer’s firm, and the firm does nothing
about the situation, the attorney is obligated to contact the state
bar disciplinary board.

In short, the rules direet that a lawver must report anoth-
er lawyer’s conduct where it has violated the Model Rules in a
way that “raises a substantial question as to that lawyer's hon-
esty, trustworthiness or fitness as a lawyer in other respects.”

Read the Sidebar.

Your member supported journal,
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Services at a G

Need a Mediator?

Litigants and attorneys are finding that mediation is an
increasingly popular way of resolving disputes without the need
for trial. Lonisiana has codified its mediation rules in La. R.S.
0:4104. The federal Western District of Louisiana local rule
16.3.1W regulates the circumstances under which that court can
encourage mediation.

The following mediators have registered with the federal
court in the Western District of Louisiana and are recommended
on a rotating basis. If you are a mediator and would like to add
yvour name, please contact Seth at (337) 437-3880 or email
seth_hopkins@lawd.uscourts.gov. All area codes are (337)
unless otherwise noted.

David Cook, Lafayette, 234-4155
Edward Fonti, Lake Charles, 436-5606

Creative Conflict Resolutions, LL.C, Donald Foreman,
Lake Street, 562-1243

ANCCe

Paul Foreman, Lakeshore Drive, 436-9481,
email: rech@raggiocappel.com

Lake Charles Mediation Center, LLC, Jim1 Hopkins,
Hibernia Tower, Lakeshore Drive, 527-7071,
website: wwiw. LakeCharlesMediation.com,
email: jim@LakeCharlesMediationCenter.com

Robert McCorquodale, Lake Charles, 491-3623,
email: mecorquodale@epso.com

Bernie McLaughlin, Jr., Kirby Street, 310-1600,
website: www.bice-palermo.com,
email: info@bice-palermo.com

David Palay, Jr., Pujo Street, 436-8401,
email: palav@lsrplaw.com

Peacemakers of America, Thomas Quirk,
Windmill Lane, 478-1774

Earl Pitre, Kirby Street, 494-0800,
email: phslaw@xspedius.net
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ABA Announces Judicial Code

Amendments

The American Bar Association House of Delegates
approved a joint recommendation by the Standing Committee on
Fthics and Professional Responsibility and the Standing
Committee on Judicial Independence to amend the ABA Model
Code of Judicial Conduct. The two Committees brought forth
recommendations submitted to them — with only the slightest
modification — by the ABA Working Group on the First
Amendment and Judicial Campaign Speech, which had been cre-
ated in response to the United States Supreme Court decision in
Republican Party of Minnesota v, White, 536 U.S. 765 (2002),

In the White case, the Supreme Court ruled that
Minnesota's judicial code provisions, which are nearly identical
to those in the ABA Model Code on the subject of judges’ state-
ments that committed them, or appeared to commit them on
legal and political issues likely to come before the court, were
overly broad. It also had found that the provisions were imper-
missibly vague in light of the absence of a definition of the term
“impartiality” — the principle that was their stated objective.

The newly adopted Code provisions add to the
“Terminology” section of the Code a definition of "impartiahty”
that follows the Supreme Court’s iteration of that concept. They
also combine the concepts of a judge’s “pledges and promises”
and his or her statements that “commit” the judge, and delete the
“appear to commit” language, which the Committees found too
vague to be enforceable. Finally, the new language eliminates the
limitation of the speech provision to “conduct in office,” a con-
cept that was also considered unclear. The complete
Recommendations as adopted are available online at:
http: /fwune.abanet.org/fepr/mejc/code_rev_bod.pdf.

Muodel Rule 1.6 “Confidentiality” Amendments

After several unsuccessful attempts at past meetings to
amend Model Enle 1.6 to permit lawyers to disclose confidential
client information where doing so would prevent, or rectify or
mitigate the consequences of a client’s criminal or fraudulent
conduct in which the lawyer's services had been used, amend-
ments to that effect, recommended by the ABA Task Force on
Corporate Responsibility and co-sponsored by the ABA Standing
Committee on Ethics and Professional Responsibility, were
adopted by the ABA House of Delegates. The Task Force and its
cosponsors explained that the amendments were an appropriate
response to “shaken confidence in the effectiveness of the gover-
nance and disclosure systems applicable to public companies in
the United States.” They noted, moreover, that the amendments
would bring the ABA Model Rules of Professional Conduet more
in line with a majority of states that already provide for such dis-
closures. The amendments are available on line at:
hitp: /fwwne.abanet.org/epr/mrpe/new_rulel 6.pdf
and a redline version available at:
http:/Awww.abanet. org/epr/mrpe/red_rule_6.pdf.

Model Rule 1.13 Amendments Relating to
Representation of Organizational Clients

The Task Force on Corporate Responsibility also success-
fully presented a recommendation to amend the Model Rule
relating to representation or organizational clients. Where the

Rule had previously identified a lawyer’s “reporting up the lad-
der” within a corporation as one alternative that the lawyer might
consider when he or she had knowledge that a person within the
organization is violating, or intends to violate the law and is like-
Iy to cause substantial injury to the organization, the Rule as
amended makes such disclosure a duty. Another major change to
the Rule permits, but does not require, a lawver to communicate
{as necessary) with persons outside of the organization where the
highest authority that can act on behalf of the organization
insists upon, or fails to address in a timely manner, action that is
clearly a violation of law that the lawver believes is reasonably
certain to result in substantial injury to the organization, The
revised Rule makes clear, however, that lawyers who are hired
specifically to investigate charges of illegal conduct, and those
hired to defend the organization against such charges, are not
permitted to make disclosures concerning the client organiza-
tion’s conduct, presuming no misuse of the lawyer's services, The
amendments are available online at

http: /S uw.abanet.org fepr/mrpe/new_rulel 13.pdf

and a redline version available at:

http:/fune.abanet.org /epr/mrpe/red_rule_ 13.pdf.

Model Definition of the Practice of Law

The House of Delegates also adopted the
Recommendation of the Task Force on the Maodel Definition of
the Practice of Law. Thiz new ABA policy recommends that every
state and territory adopt a definition of the practice of law; that
each state’s and territory’s definition should include the hasic
premise that the practice of law is the application of legal princi-
ples and judgment to the circumstances or objectives of another
person or entity; that each state and territory should determine
who may provide services that are included within the state’s or
territory’s definition of the practice of law and under what cir-
cumstances, based upon the potential harm and benefit to the
public; and that the determination would include consideration
of minimum gualifications, competence and accountability.

The basic premise included within the Recommendation
15 not a model for a definition, but rather a part of a framework,
Upon adding elements to the basic premise, each state should
then use a balancing process to determine who may provide serv-
iees that are included within the state's definition of the practice
of law and under what circumstances, based upon the potential
harm and benefit to the public. The results may differ from state
to state as exemplified by the definitions created in those states
that have already {ollowed this type of process.

In creating the definition, the state also must consider reg-
ulatory concerns. There must be sufficient resources to maintain
any additional regulatory procedures resulting from a change in
the state’s current approach. In the discharge of its fundamental
role to regulate the practice of law, the judicial branch of govern-
ment should participate in defining the practice of law, including
revisions to the initial definition as necessary, and in establishing
a rerulatory strueture that promotes access to justice, accounta-
bility, and client protection. The Recommendation is available
onling at:

hitp: /fwww. abanet.org/cpr/model-def/recomm.pdf.
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